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BRING ON THE BIG DOGS

‘ve gotten it into my head that I want a Great

Dane [ haven't owned a dog in about 10 years

but once you've had a dog, all the time that you

haven't got one, there's a big hole in your life

where that dog used to be. It's either a Great

Dane or an Irish Wolfhound, but I'm erring on the
side of the Dane due to its non-abundance of hair. I've
always had hairy dogs in the past and I just don't have
the time for both hair maintenance and exercise any
more. This seems like sound logic to me.

I've told a fair few people about this intention and
they all say the same sort of lame-ass thing: "it's a big
responsibility to take on a dog like that”, "they don't
live very long you know", “they're very clumsy”... The
list goes on. All from people who, to the best of my
knowledge, have never actually owned a Great Dane for
themselves. I don't much like little dogs and I certainly
don't want one that I can carry around like a book.

This is pretty much basically the same conversation
that I've been having about my intended back-piece,
with a few subtle differences obviously, but both will go
ahead as planned. Both have been thought about too
long and too hard to be changing my mind now.

Both of these pose me some little problems though.
Do 1 get the dog as a puppy or do I gel one from a rescue
centre? The odds on finding a Dane at a rescue centre
are probakbly slim - especially a young one (preferably
without learning difficulties!). The back piece has a
different set of problems - not so much the ‘what’, as
that's all taken care of. No, that little dilemma is filed
under "who". It's not like I can't name 20 artists off the
top of my head who I would be totally happy to hand it

Keep up to date with everything tattoo!

www.bigtattooplanet.com

over to, but rather which do I choose to put their own
artistic slant on the concept. Each come with their own
sel of positives and thanklully no negatives al all bar the
distance involved and that age old nugget - time,

I think I shall give both a few months grace while I
chew it over some more The dog mostly because by the
time March/April comes around, it should have stopped
raining/snowing/being -7° and he can be trained
normally. The back-piece? 5o as [ can start crossing
artists off my shortlist with some degree of confidence
that they’ll be leaving my list for all the right reasons.
Likewise, it won't be so cold to sleep with no covers on.
There's nothing worse than waking up being stuck to
the sheet - apart from maybe waking up stuck to a sheet
with a big dog lying next to you that wants some food,

Still, as my mother would say, "if that's all you've got
to worry about, life must be pretty good.”

Sion Smith

Q Ever had problems finding a copy

of skin Deep on the newsstand or

% missed an issue forgetting the on
sale date?

Visit www.skindeep.co.uk fjustask to download our

newsagent reservation form. Take the completed form, or a

copy of it, to your local newsagent who will reserve your copy

of skin Deep. Some newsagents even offer a home delivery

making it even easier to ensure you don't miss an issue.
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News & Reviews

Seen an interesting clipping in the press? Got
something that you'd like reviewed or featured? Got some
spare chocolate or beer? Send them to: Skin Deep, The Old
School, Higher Kinnerton, Chester CH4 9AJ OR EMAIL:
editor@skindeep.co.uk

COME OUT & PLAY

Photographer and
Tattooed Vixen Cindy
Frey recently released
Come and Play With
Us - a collection

of photographs

that captures the
contradiction of the
innocence of children
and horror. Using
facebook to find the
children, Frey was
inundated to the point
that she eventually had
to start turning people
away from the project.

“I love children a lot, they are so innocent, so pure and I
love horror, thrillers, dark stuff. I got the idea to bring out
a book with only creepy children portraits. On facebook, 1
announced I needed to find nice kids and surprisingly that
was a huge success — the feedback was enormous. In the
end I couldn't accept any more.

The result of this was a nice variation of kids and
personalities. ] used autistic kids, a physically disable boy,
a girl with a tumour and kids of different nationalities — my
intention was to give every child a chance to get into the
picture. Thanks to the enthusiastic children and parents,
this project is the nicest one I have ever done”

The launch for the book

LIVE EVIL 2

COME AND PLAY WITH US

BY CINDY FREY

took place on Hallowe'en
with all the children present, a
bouncy castle and a drumming
band laying the death march.

Come and Play with us is
reviewed on page 79. To get
yourself a copy of the book,
check in at cindyfrey.com.
Get your eyes back here next
issue for a feature interview of
mammoth proportions. I think
I'm in love. It was the bouncy
castle that did it.

www.skindeep.co.uk Issue 194

Viva La
Revolution!

The inimitable
Jesse Smith
continues to
expand his

awe inspiring
dominance of the
world - this month,
he releases his
first poster print
for sale. It features
one of the first

big pieces where
“the client had
given me pretty
much 100% artistic
freedom”, and it's
a killer!

To put the whole
item in context,
you can read the
backstory and
order copies from
his site over at
www.jessesmith
tattoos.com

Northern Soul
are on the move,
but fear not those
of you who aren't
s0 good without
a SatMNav - the
new studio is just
ten minutes away
from the old one.
By the time you
read this, doors
will be open

and big enough
to house more
customers than
ever before.

seventh Circle
Artworks

are proud to
announce we
now have our first
official outlet in
London! ALIENATE
DESIGN in
Camden, London
are now stocking
our jewellery.
They are at 33a
Stables Market,
Chalk Farm
Road, Camden,
NW1 8AH and
open 7 days a
week, For more
info on Alienate
Design visit their
website at www.
alienatedesign.
co.uk .




FRENCH QUARTER

The Playboy Playmate Ann French plans to raise funds
. e Baihan , by getting people to sponsor her to have her favourite
it - IQEIH”H charity's logo tattooed on her thigh.
I im[uu,:‘ Four years ago, the Darlington born beauty handed the
THE H AND S bl et it Guillain-Barre Syndrome (GES) Support Group their biggest
single donation after raising more than £1500 by selling
O F G_ O D Oﬁﬁ%}; balloon race ti(‘:ke?ts. .
P Seredey Oucomper 1n She's now aiming to double that by getting the group’s
Australian born Ian ‘KID ZOOM' Strange tortoise logo emblazoned on her leg - and while the cute
recently ran a pop-up exhibition in NYC oy image of the little green tortoise is a far cry from the body art
that ran from December 11 to 30. she already has, Ann doesn’t care because she has personal
A little late for a news column you may reasons for wanting to do it.
think but just check out this awesome “Guillain-Barre Syndrome isn't very well-known but it's
work. What, you think we'd just let it go N S ot i} a horrible condition which affects your peripheral nervous
after we found it? You'll just have to be DFIRA Gatiray system, causing complete paralysis,” she said.
here next issue... " “I have first hand experience of it because my Granddad,
Thomas Johnson, had it. He never gave up hope and
managed to learn to walk with a stick and move his arms
once again. Unfortunately on my 21st birthday he had a
massive stroke while in hospital having other treatment for
his GBS and died three days later. I've seen first-hand how
NE V V S O F lives can be affected by GBS and think it needs highlighting.”
To make a donation, please visit www.justgiving.com/
T H E s f \ ; E :[RD annfrenchi or go to Ann's website: www.annfrench.com
In 2007 she beat off Hollywood names like Penelope
A man who wanted to tattoo his grey Cruz, Christina Aguilera, Drew Barrymore, Pink and Gisele
pony with the Rolling Stones "tongue" Bundchen, to be named third hottest tattooed woman in the
logo has been banned from doing so world by US magazine Vanishing Tattooist, beaten only by
by a court in Germany. Jessica Alba and Angelina Jolie.

The man had already shaved a 16cm “Ilove tattoos, they're all pieces of art and I have always
square patch on the pony's hindquarters wanted to get as many as I could, but that isn't something
and tattooed the outline of the design that matches the clean-cut image of the commercial model,”
before the matter was referred to the court in Muenster. He had wanted she said. I wanted to do what I wanted to my body, and the
to make the pony "more unique and beautiful’, the man told the court. But two just didn't go hand in hand, which is where the glamour
the judge had reason to believe that it would have been an advert for an came in."
animal tattooing business the horseowner was hoping to set up. A court Now an official European Playboy Playmate, Ann has
statement read: "The tattooing of a warm-blooded vertebrate contravenes featured frequently in Playboy America and was the official
animal welfare laws, which forbid causing an animal pain without reason." face of the Playboy UK re-brand.

lan "KID ZoOM' Strange

PURPLE POISON...

'Jewellery made with mischief'!

Specialising in beautiful body adomment, Purple Poison are
one of the premier companies in the UK for quality custom
plugs — from the cute to the kitsch - with over 10 years
experience. All plugs are handmade and unique and all tastes Find them on facebook under Purple Poison Jewellery and
are catered for. They provide a wide range of designs for catch them live in the flesh at Tattoo Freeze along with most
both boys and girls and also sell sterling silver and costume UK tattoo conventions

jewellery perfect for those who love to over accessorize! email: mail@purplepoison.co.uk

Issue 194 www.skindeep.co.uk




News & Reviews

CONVENTIONS

All details correct at time of going to press.

JANUARY 14 - 16

GATHERING OF THE TRIBES
Borneo Convention Centre, Kuching,
Sarawak, East Malaysia
WWw.tattooconventions.com.my

JANUARY 15 - 16

TATTOO FREEZE
International Centre, Telford
www.taltoofreeze.com

JANUARY 21-23

SURF ‘N’ INK INTERNATIONAL
TATTOO CONVENTION

Gold Coast Convention Centre, Gold
Coast, Australia

Tel: +61 431 455 928
www.tattoosurfnink.com

JANUARY 28 - 30

RITES OF PASSAGE TATTOO
CONVENTION & ARTS FESTIVAL
Royal Exhibition Centre, Melbourne,
Australia www.ritesofpassagefestival.
com

JANUARY 29 - 30

BRIGHTON TATTOO CONVENTION
Brighton Racecourse, Brighton, East
Sussex, England

www. brightontattoo.com

FEBRUARY 4 -6

ZARAGOZA TATTOO CONVENTION
Feria de Zaragoza, Zaragoza, Spain
WWW.zaragozatattoocovention.com

FEBRUARY 19 - 20

LYON TATTOO CONVENTION
www.lyontattooconvention.com
Villeurbanne, France

FEBRUARY 25 - 26

TATTOO MELTDOWN

Folkets Hus Kulturhus,
Trollhattan, Sweden
www.tattoo-meltdown.com
Email: info@tattoo-meltdown.com

MARCHS5 -6

MANCHESTER TATTOO SHOW
Manchester Central Centre,
Manchester,
www.manchestertattooshow.co.uk

MARCH 11 - 13

BUDAPEST INTERNATIONAL TATTOO
CONVENTION

Lurdy House, Ungarn, Budapest,
Hungary
www.budapesttattooconvention.com

MARCH 12 - 13
LICHTENSTEIN TATTOO
CONVENTION

Sporryhalle Vaduz, Lichtenstein
www.tattoo81.1i

MARCH 20 - 21

ESSEX TATTOO EXPO

The Brentwood Centre, Doddinghurst
Road, Brentwood, Essex, England
WWW.IMYSpace.com/essextattooexpo

MARCH 25 - 27

KILLIBEGS TATTOO CONVENTION
Killibegs, Co. Donegal, Ireland
www.myspace.com/killibegstattoo

MARCH 27

PETERLEE TATTOO ARTS FESTIVAL
Peterlee Leisure Centre, Peterlee,
County Durham, England

Tel: 0191 5871787
eddie@ehardiman.orangehome.co.uk

www.skindeep.co.uk Issue 194

WALK'THIS

lack Inc. was opened by
Miss Jo Black, Rowena
Haylett and Reds Haylett in
November 2010. Miss Jo has
been tattooing for just over
— three years, Rowena has
trained as a body piercer with Mac “Dr
Evil” McCarthy and Reds is the current
shop apprentice. Priding themselves on
their custom tattoos, body piercing and
laser removal treatments, the studio

is a place that clients should feel they
can come and hang out, have a cup of
tea from the classy vintage teas-made
machine and get an “amazing piece of
artwork on their skin.”

The crew decided to open Black Inc.
because “we all wanted to provide a
place that people would feel welcome
and comfortable getting pierced and
tattooed in. Both tattoos and piercings
have had a lot of negative connotations
in the past and we want to try and help
remove some of these associations by
providing the best possible atmosphere
and body art for our clients.”

“We are enthusiastic about our custom
work, and encourage clients to pop in
and talk to us about their ideas so we
can do our best to shimmy on inside
their minds and create something special
that's completely original to each client.
We always try to steer clients away from
generic tattoos, which is why we don't
have any flash on the walls. “

Miss Jo: I studied art right up to
degree level and grew
up surrounded by
art. I got my first
tattoo when I was

cancer ribbon tattooed onto
her head. So far she has raised

17 and decided almost £5600.00. You can still
after a few more donate at www.justgiving.com/
bits of ink that MissJoBlack.

Iwanted to be a
tattooer. I got my
first machine about
four years ago

“In the future we intend to
have as many up and coming
guest artists in the studio

whenever possible, the first of

when my boyfriend whom is a fantastic artist named
at the time, who Stuart Pagdin. On 1st February until 6th
was also already February 2011, he will be joining us

“*%=  from Skin Nustrations in Whitstable,
Eent. You can see more of his work at
www.deeveedesigns.co.uk.

The next step for Black Inc. is to get
involved in conventions and make a good
name for the studio. If you're a local,
passing by or like what you see here,
drop by, raid the teas-made and tell them

heavily tattooed, suggested
that it was time to bite the bullet

and try it out on my own thighs

and lower legs. I am not recommending
this way of learning to tattoo, it can be
dangerous and an apprenticeship is by
far the safest, most efficient way to learn,
but I was very sensible about it and I

am proud to be self taught. I was then we said hi.
offered a job in Cherubs Tattoo Parlour in
Devizes based on my portfolio of work.” Black Inc.
Tattoo, Pi and Laser R 1 Studio.

Recgntlv Miss Jo organised a 22 King street, e, BA11 1BH.
fundraiser for Cancer Research UK, had Tel: 07856 245547,
half her head shaved and the breast Website: www.black-inc.com




SOME OF THE BEST ARTISTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD E HELP for
BODY MODIFICATIONS/ PIERCING BY DOCTOR EVIL - HEROES
MICKY SHARPZ TATT00 SUPPLIES gt

TRADE STANDS - CLOTHING AND SHOE STALLS

GLOBAL TATTOO SUPPLIES SUPPORTED BY:

BALLOON MAKING CLOWNS 2 g
FACE PAINTERS

TATTOO0 COMPETITIONS
“Ins cﬂﬂﬂfn WITH DESIGN A TATTOO COMPETITION & PRIZES
AMAZING VENUE

GREAT MUSIC

NO LIVE BANDS UNTIL AFTER 6PM
CHARITY AUCTION

KIDS MORE THAN WELCOME....

Lal Haray at www.newwavetattoo.co.uk & Martin Glark at www.bluenirdtattoo.co.uk
Will be offering free tattoos to any Injured soldiers. Anyene wishing to book an appointment should contact them dirgct.

UNDER I6S FREE ADMISSION, NOBODY UNDER THE AGE OF 18 WITHOUT AN ADULT
£10.00 A DAY TICKET - £15.00 FOR THE WeEEKEND

SATURDAY IOAM TILL IOPM - SUNDAY IOAM TILL 8PM

CATTERICK LEISURE CENTRE

GOUGH ROAD, CATTERICK GARRISON, NORTH YORKSHIRE. DLS 3€L

JUNE I8"- 19" 20II

www.inkforneroes.co.uk - myspace.com/inkiorheroes - facebook.co.uk/inkforheroes
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CONVENTIONS

All details correct at time of going to press.

APRIL1-3

COPENHAGEN INK FESTIVAL
TAP 1, Ny Carlsbergvej 91, 1738
Copenhagen, Denmark
www.inkfest.dk

APRIL 10

INK & IRON TATTOO CONVENTION
The Tower, Reservoir Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham, B16 9EE, England

Email: info@inkandiron.co.uk

APRIL 16 - 17

TATTOO EXTRAVANZA

South Parade Pier, Portsmouth
www.taltooexiravaganza.co. uk

APRIL 16 - 17

NORTH LAKES TATTOO
CONVENTION

Shepherds Inn & Auctioneer,
Carlisle, Cumbria
www.northlakestattooshow.com

APRIL 30 - MAY 1

TITANIC INK

St Mary's Football Ground,
Southampton, Hampshire, England
www.titanic-ink.co.uk

MAY1-2

NEWPORT TATTOO CONVENTION
Neport City leisure centre
www.newporitatiooconvention.co.uk
info@newporttattooconvention.co.uk
ticket office 01633 656757

MAY 13- 15

LIVERPOOL TATTOO CONVENTION
The Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool, England
www. tattooconvention.co.uk

MAY 21 - 22

17TH ALCHEMY TATTOO EXPO

Salle Polyvalente, Conthey, Switzerland
www.alchemy-tattoo-expo.ch

MAY 21-22

12TH INTERNATIONAL
NEEDLE ART CONVENTION
Bress Sportcenter

Breda - The Netherlands

MAY 28 - 29
BOURNEMOUTH INK 2011
www.bournemouth
tattooconvention.com
Bournemouth

JUNE 12

READING TATTOO SHOW
Rivermead Leisure Complex, Richfield
Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8EQ
www.readingtattooshow.co.uk
readingtattooshow@hotmail co.uk

t: 0118 959 0700

JUNE 18 - 19

INK FOR HEROES

Catterick Leisure centre, Gough Road,
Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire
www.inkforheroes.co.uk
inkforheroes@hotmail.co.uk

t: 07796 936 355

JUNE 18 - 19

12TH ANNUAL

PORTSMOUTH CONVENTION
Portsmouth Guildhall
www.portsmouthtattooconvention.com

JUNE 24 - 26
TATTOOLAPALOOZA

Hyatt Regency, Miami, Florida, USA
Website: www.tattoolapalooza.com

www.skindeep.co.uk Issue 194

SMALLMAN
SYNDROM.

One man's tragic obsession with the
sillier side of tattooing...

ello once again, dear
tattooed friends. Is me,
Jim Smallman, stand-up
comedian and seeker of
the daftest ink known
to man.

This month I've had two small
revelations concerning tattoos of my
own. The first concerned my frankly
ridiculous and now infamous Ron
Burgundy ink. When I'm onstage I do
a slow reveal of my tattoos, starting
with the sensible Oscar Wilde quote,
through the slightly sillier Blinky (the
red pacman ghost) and finally onto
Ron, usually to howls of laughter and
if I'm lucky, some applause. However
at a gig in Nuneaton just the other
night, I did my teasing unveiling and
after the laughter over Mr Burgundy’s
moustachioed face had subsided a
small voice rang out from the back of
the room.

“I've got that as well.”

Oh yes. A young chap called Kieran
had Ron etched into the top of his foot
— taken from the same initial portrait
as mine. I dragged him up onstage to
verify this to a standing ovation (which
was more for him than me. Curses!). Of
course, we're now best friends for life
—even if I do look at my Ron tattoo in a
slightly less excited way now, knowing
he’s not the one and only. Dammit.

As with most months, another design
has been etched into me since we last
spoke. This was on the suggestion
of my agent who jokingly said that I
should have something that signified
that I never turn work down or have a
day off. To surprise him I got my mate
Shay at Kazbah in Leicester to knock
together something for me — a power
switch that was permanently set to on.
I'm most pleased with it so spent the
next couple of days showing it off to my
mates, as you do.

It was then that I realised the other
meaning of this design and had my
second revelation - that away from
the retro-tech cool and a point that is
known only to me and my agent — it
pretty much says that I'm permanently
turned on. Which may explain why so
many girls have been avoiding me or
checking out my crotch for verification...

Itisn't true, by the way. That's my keys.

Don't forget to send me your
interesting ink, contact details below
as usual. This month: a cracker in the
shape of Nicholas Murphy of Portadown

and his awesome Father Jack tattoo. I
received his email as I was about to go
onstage and couldn't stop smiling. Or
saying “feck”. Design was by Aaron
Lyons of Banbridge, Northern Ireland.

More from me next month. And if
you're going to Tattoo Freeze come and
say hi and show off your daft ink to me
in person!

Email: jim@skindeep.co.uk
Twitter: @jimsmallman

Website: www.jimsmallman.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
jimsmallmancomedian
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Letters

INKOWMING
AIR YQUUR VIEWS OR HAVE A RANT!

MAIL, BEER, CHOCOLATE AND OTHER BRIBES TO:
Inkoming, Skin Deep Magazine, The Old School, Higher Kinnerton,
Chester CH4 9AJ or post it via our website. www.skindeep.co.uk

Lettars printed ara not necessarily the views of Skin Desp

BAND ON THE RUN

Dear Skin Deep

I found the editorial in issue 192 very thought provoking.

I unfortunately used to fit the bill of the guy who likes the
footballers tattoos and knows little much else about the world
of tattoos. My inspiration nine years ago came in the shape of
musicians and their tribal work, and I still maintain that there
is nothing wrong with this as the work I liked, was, and is,
awesome ie: Anthony Kiedis from Red Hot Chili Peppers - his
back piece is outstanding.

My error was in thinking that, or more correctly lack of thinking
that I could get any tattoo artist to do the job. I'd fallen into the
hands of a scratcher, a big mistake that has lead to a lot of hours
of correcting his work, however it was not a total loss for me as
this scratcher had a subscription to Skin Deep magazine which
opened my eyes to a world of possibilities. Here I am nine years
on still buying your magazine, still getting inspired and now
thanks to the knowledge you share waiting patiently, saving
my pennies until I have enough funds to get a sleeve from Kore
Flatmo who came to my attention via you guessed it, Skin Deep.

So after a lot of waffling - back to the editorial, thanks to
my own experience in the past whenever any friends mention
about getting a tattoo like Joe Bloggs or whoever, [ urge them
to have a look through my hefty back catalogue of magazines or
hit bigtattooplanet.com for inspiration and encourage them to
get the best tattoo, not the cheapest or most convenient as they
won't turn out like the stars they've seen them on.

I'd like to think if each reader does this we might just make the
tattoo universe that much greater.

Kieron Crewe
T-shirt size large he writes hopefully

You're right — Kiedis has some great tattoos — if memory serves
me right, the work was done by Henk Schiffmacher back in the
nineties. Thanks for commenting on the point I was making, I'm
sure it doesn't begin and end with rock stars and footballers but
it's certainly an interesting back story for many.
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GENERATION X AND Y

Dear Skin Deep

I would be happy to feature in
your magazine. My daughter is
21 and has large tattoos and so
do L I also work in a professional
environment which has helped
some attitudes towards women
with ink! I think it would be good
to have a feature on women in
their 30s with tattoos as many

of your models and features are
about young women and we get
left out. I am 37 and I get many
comments from people about my
tattoos, good and bad and I think
it would make a good feature
having a twenty something (my
daughter) and a thirty something
(me) with tattoos discussing the
generation gap.

Gail Whitcher

Careful what you wish for Gail...
we'll be in touch shortly.

Dear Skin Deep

I am writing to inform you of an
ongoing issue here in Northern
Ireland in relation to tattooing.
Tattoos are widely loved and
adored here in our little corner of
the world, I would know as [ am a
tattoo apprentice here. I work in
the industry and see how people
adore it.

Unfortunately though, a few
business' here do not love it as
much as we do. Many people I
know including tattooists are
being turned away from bars,
clubs and restaurants because of
the ink we have embedded in our
skin, no matter the image.

What enrages me about this
is that if ] was of a different
racial colour, they would have
no problem letting me into their
establishment, and yet because
my skin is neon green and pink,
they will not allow it. I do not see
the difference.

Maybe I am biased, but since
when did a tattooists money
become less worthy than anyone
else's? Especially when so many
establishments are closing
because of this ‘credit crunch'?

It affects me personally as a 20
year old heavily tattooed female,
who can't go out with her friends
to a birthday party in the city
because of the colour of her skin.
It is disgusting.

Thankfully the tattooists of
Northern Ireland are now taking a
stand, and I wanted to inform you
all at Skin Deep of our efforts! It has

been a big story here on radio and
in the newspapers, and hopefully
we will be able to name, shame
and expose these establishments!
It will be a BIG win for the world
of tattooing in our little corner and
noteworthy enough for me to be to
keep you informed!

Nikita

Thanks Nikita — like you say, keep
us clued in — always interested in
people fighting the good fight!

Dear Skin Deep

Hi. First off I want to stress that
I'm a kid at 15 years of age. |
have always been into the more
alternative side of life and I love
art. Sadly I live in Ireland, my
local tat shops I'm not to familiar
with and one is supposed to be
dreadful. This is a problem for

me as I'm constantly drawing on
my hands and my friends think I
should follow a career in tattooing.
But even my school and the social
system is very against this. I'm

a metalhead and I'd love to have
my ear plugged (only my left ear
is pierced) but due to school I
have to wear fake plugs and even
at that not during school. If you
are seen with ink and/or piercing
you are considered a scumbag or
traveller. I'm going to Waterford
for two weeks were ['ve been told
there are some great places for
tats but until then I want to thank
you for reaching my little corner
of the world and inspiring me, it
genuinely means a lot.

Thanks. Fish

What can I say! First of all, with
Ireland featuring twice this issue
with negative comments, it looks
like it's about time we got over
there and brought you guys some
features on the place because I
know for a fact there are some
fantastic artists over there — but
“supposed to be dreadful” is not
first hand experience of it actually
being dreadful - you're judging
without knowledge which is what
people are doing to you — sucks
huh? Secondly — school is school
y'know. It is what it is and we've
all been there (or not as the case
may be). Like I've said before — if
you're serious about your chosen
career, use the system to learn
how to draw better and better.
Drain the system of its knowledge
for what you want to do later and
kick the sand back in the face with
success. Keep the faith bro!
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Send an SAE to:
Circus of Horrors
PO Box 4538
London
SW1e 8XU

AMARNING: The Circus of Horrors containg some nudity & language of an adult nature. it i
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FREAKS & FEATI'IEHS

Pla%huuse Thu 16 until Sun 19 DEC
O9R03 a8 www.norwichplayhouse.org. uk

CRAWLEY, Hawth Theatre Thu 13 JAN
01293553636 hitps:/ftickets. hawth.co.uk
COVENTRY, Be?nlde Theatre Fri 14 JAN
0247655305! www.belgrade.co.uk
HASTINGS, White Rock Theatre Sat 15 JAN
01424462288 www.whiterocktheatre.org.uk
READING, Hexagan Sun 16 JAN
01183606060 www.readingarts.com
HORNCHURCH, Queens Theatre Mon 17 & Tue 18 JAN
01708443333 www.queens-theatre.co.uk
BRIGHTON, Theatre Rayal Wed 19 JAN
08448 T17 650 www. | /brigk
DUNSTABLE, Grove Theatre Thu 20 JAN
01582602080 www.grovetheatre.co.uk
LIGHFIELD, Garrick theatre Fri 21 JAN
01543412121 www.lichfieldgarrick.com
RETFORD, Majestic Theatre Sat 22 JAN
777706866 www.majestictheatre.co.uk
IPRESTON, Guild Hall Sun 23 JAN
0845 344 212 www.prestonguildhall.com
SUNDERLAND, Empire Mon 24 JAN
08448472495 WHWW, smderlandem pire.org.uk
WINDSFUII% Lifestyle Gen! Tue 25 JAN
W chasnrmstand:heslet gov.uk
LLANDUDNO, Venue cymru Wed 26 JAN
01492872000 WWW.Nenuecymru.co.uk
LIVERPOOL, Empire Thu 27 JAN
0844 847 252 www.liverpoolempire.org.uk
SI'EFFIEI. l:rlg Hall Fri 28 JAN
www.sheffieldcityhall.co.uk
STUI(E#I‘M«E Hall Sat 20 JAN
Hall
HEREFORD, mumam Theatre Sun 30 JAN
0143234055 www.courtyard.org.uk
SOUTHEND, Palaua Theatre _ Tue 1 FEB
01702351135 www.theclifispavilion.co.uk
STREET, SIroda theatre Wed 2 FEB
At5854 www.strodetheatre.co.uk
! l:AIIDI'-FNaw heatre Thu 3, Fri 4, Sat 5 FEB
02920878689 www.newtheatrecardifi.co.uk

ROTHERHAM, Civic Thealre Mon 7 FEB
01709 823621 www.rotherham.gov.uk/theatres

EIHMIJGID.M Alexandra Theatre Tue B FEB
72283 www.alexandratheatre.org.uk

A VALENTINES DAY MASSACRE
ABERDEEN, Music Hall Mon 14 FEB
01224 641122 www.boxofficeaberdeen.com
KILMARNOGK, The Palace Wed 16 FEB
01563554500 www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/
counserhhealre!pmgramme asp

FALKIRK, Town Ha Thu 17 FEB
01324 506850 www.lalkilk.go\r.ukfcultural
GLENROTHES, Rathes Halls Fri 18 FEB
ms82 61110 www.fifedirect.org.uk/attfife
U.INI.’IE Whitehall Theatre Sal 19 FEB
29 486 www.whitehalldundee.co.uk

Eﬁ ENCI: Ms Guild Theatre Sun 20 FEB
01475 7230: www.arisguildtheatre.co.uk
EDINBUII&H Playhousa Theatre Man 21 FEB
0844 1660 wwwedmburghplayhouse.otg uk
SMRBI.’II!DI.IH’I Futurist Theatre . Wed 23 FEB
01723 365789 www.futuristtheatre.co.uk
SIEEGNESA% Embassy Theatre Thu 24 FEB
08456 www.embassytheatre.co.uk
BOLTON. &I)en Halls Fri 25 FEB
01204 5344 www.alberthalls-bolton.co.uk
DAI!I..INETI]N GMc Theatre Sat 26 FEB
EABESSS wwiw.darlington.gov.uk/Culiure/arts
IE.PDDI., Grand Theatre Sun 27 FEB
01253 230190 www.blackpoolgrand.co.uk
MANCHESTER, Palace Theatre Maon 28 FEB
0844 BAT 2484 www.manchesterpalace.org.uk
NEW BRIGHTON, Floral Pavilion Theatre Tue 1 MAR
0151 666 0000 www.floralpavilion.com

BREGON, Theatr Brycheiniog

Wed 2 MA
01874 611622 www.brycheiniog.ca.uk

SWANSEA, Grand Theatre Thu 3 MAR
01792 475715 WWW.SwWansea.gov.uk
(CHELTENHAM, Town Hall Fri 4 MAR
0844 576 2210 www.chettenhamtownhall.org.uk
TORQUAY, Princess Theatre Sat 5 MAR
0844 B47 2315 www.princesstheatre.org.uk
BOURNEMOUTH, Pavilion Sun G MAR
0844 576 3000 www.bic.co.uk
New WIMBLEDON Theatre Man 7 MAR
0844 B71 7646 www.ambassadortickets.com
CHELMESFORD, Civic Theatre Tue B MAR
01245 606505 www.chelmesford.gov.uk
'WORTHING, Pavilion Wed 8 MAR
01203 206206 www.worthingtheatres.co.uk
HORSHAM, Capitol Theatre Thu 10 MAR
01403 7502 www.thecapitolhorsham.com
FOLKESTONE, Leas CIiff Hall Fri 11 MAR
0844 B47 1776 www.leascliffhall.co.uk

MARGATE, Winter Gardens Sat 12 MAR
01843 296111 www.margatewintergardens.co.uk

UIF(III New Thealre Wed 8 FEB  SWINDON, m Theatre Sun 13 MAR
0844 847 1585 www.newtheatreoxford.org.uk 01783 554 481 www.wyverntheatre.org.uk
BURNLEY, Mechanics, Thu 10 FEB MGDW. Itlng‘s Theatre Man 14 MAR
0125 2664400 www.burnley h co.uk 0844 WWW. g's-Theatr
DUMFRIES, D6 One Fri 11 FEB HMILUU’I' Pla uuse Wed 16 & l'hu 17 MAR
01387 243 550 www.dgecommunity.net 012’?‘3451 www.playhouseharlow.com
HALIFAX, Victoria theatre Sat 12 FEB gamse Fri 18 MAR
01422351158 wwwvicmfiameatle co.uk 01473 www.lpswichr_egerlt.com
WHITLEY BAY, The JFEBE  CLACTON, Princes Theatre Sat 19 MAR
08442772771 www playhnusewhmeybay co.uk 01255 636633 www.essex-live.co.uk

Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts.
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Craigy Lee was playing in bands and driving
American bands on tour when tattooing found him.
He eventually walked away from the music industry with
his ears still ringing and decided to pursue a more creative
g spent months working on a portfolio

pprentice at New World

path in life. Havin
before flying to T

ef ampa, Florida to a
Vision Tattoo Studio.

raigy returned to
England and found a
two year home at Ouch
Tattoo in London. You
can take the man out
of the tour bus but not
necessarily the other
way around - the need to develop and
explore has driven him back to the
road and Craigy is now headed out
across Australia in search of inspiration
and taking in as many tattoo studios as -
he can find on his way.

Marriage, kids and mortgages are all
things that tie you down and quite
frankly scare the hell out of me! All of
the above, recession and another cold

www.skindeep.co.uk Izsue 194

winter is reason
enough to set sail
for the adventure of
a lifetime, spending
the next twelve
months traveling
across Australia,
working conventions,
doing guest spots,
meeting as many
people as I can and
keeping a travel
diary for the good
ship Skin Deep along
the way. . |
My first stop is Perth, situated on the
. West Coast it is the most isolated city
in Australia. A bit of a culture shock
for a Londoner who is used to 24 hour
service for pretty much anything. The
current state of tattooing seems to be
healthy -once you drive around the city
and suburbs it's hard to drive more
- then twenty minutes without passing
a studio. Some of you may have heard
of Phil Smart and ex-Brit Suzi Q at
Holdfast Tattoo, who turn out some
- fantastic traditional work and whose
. recent guest artists have included i
Steve Byrme and Chad Koeplinger. Marc
Pinto at Primitive in the city is also
- well known locally and at conventions
internationally for his hand poked work.

.

Everywhere in the world, tattooing
is growing and Perth is not being

" left behind. Having just held its first

ever tattoo convention organised by
the PTAA ("Professional Tattooing
Association of Australia” to you and
me), which on all accounts was a huge
success, proving the healthy growth of
tattoo art across the pond.

I'm starting my tattoo journey
working at Tattoo Affair, owner and
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PEOPLE HAVEN'T HE
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ENTIRE POPULATION OF AUSTRAL
ONLY ONE THIRD OF THAT OF THE UK.
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artist AJ has been tattooing in Western
Australia for thirty two years, loﬁger
than anyone else in the state. Having
had enough of politics and a busy life of
the city, AJ moved his studio south of
the river to Como five years ago, where
it operates today. His favorite styles are
oriental and realistic horror work and he
“has a steady flow of customers, many
of whom are having oriental themed
body suits or large scale pieces. He is
currently working on regular Zack and
proudly tells me "I tattooed his dad
twenty odd years ago, I've known Zack
since he was a kid" His work is good,
clean and honest, a strong reputation
that keeps him busy 32 years in.

ARD OF MANY

Al is certainly a character, he is one
of the old school from days long gone -
days he recalls when biker gangs owned
a large percentage of the studios, days

- when the industry was self regulated

. by artists who got together for mutual
benefit, scratchers were “spoken to"
and sorted out and the “Red Hammer
Club” took care of any new studios that
opened within a certain distance of an

- established studio. Sounds like the Wild
West doesn't it? Those days are now :
thankfully long gone and while there is
still a biker presence, there are now a
lot of studios owned and operated by
artists, pushing tattooing forward as an

art form. @

#
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AUSTRALIA BIKE _
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MUCH LESS i

TATIOOING AS A WHOL
A LOT MORE ACCESSIBLE
HE COMMENTS, INCPEA‘.?ES THE
BUDDING ‘BACKYARDERS

Maybe one of the reasons most people

haven't heard of many Aussie artists

is the fact that the entire population of

Australia is only one third of that of the

UK. Although for such a vast continent,

there are still plenty of world class artists

putting out work at an international level

and making a name for themselves.
Ex-Brit Suzi Q is one such artist - she

has been working at Holdfast Tattoo

for the past 4 years and greets me

with a huge smile. Having settled here

because there were not many known

female artists in the city at the time,

she is certainly busy, booking six month

slots in advance. She has not only made

within the industry. The studios last art
show was a huge success, spanning a
week and selling every painting in the
exhibjtion. Suzi puts this down to the
small town feel of Perth, “people seem
to get behind you here,” she tells me,
“I think it's the isolation and the small
town feel within a city”. )

Guest spots are a regular occurrence
at Holdfast with high calibre artists
such as Steve Byrne and Chad
Koeplinger getting booked up the
day they are announced and it's no

- [—
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R GANGS HAVE
OPS AND

E HAS BECOME
WHICH SADLY,

OuUT THERE.

. surprise! Home grown artists are

important at Holdfast too and they are
doing everything they can to make
sure Australia has new blood for the
future having several apprentices

at each of their studios. “It's an old
style apprenticeship - we teach them
everything from the ground up.” They

* also rotate their crew between the two
shops, making it feel like one big team,
. and stopping anyone from getting too

comfortable. “Healthy competition
between the artists is good, everyone

| appreciates the other artists work

even if it's not their own style.” The

: crew are currently working on a book,
a good name for herself in Perth but also !

compiling their artwork as a shop and
in turn getting Holdfast out to a wider
audience, moving the tattoo industry
forward with their creative offerings.
Another well know name in Perth is
Marc Pinto at Primitive. He has been
working in the city for 14 years and
his shop is easy to find right in the city
centre. He greets me warmly and is
softer spoken then I had first expected.
He tells me how in the first five years
in the city, he worked solely by hand
in a traditional way, in recent years
however he has taken up tattooing with

B> Tetoo g,

PARKING AT REAR ,.- 3

.. machines to broaden his horizons. He

is a great ambassador for tattooing and
its history. Originally from Singapore, he
has travelled the world meeting some
of the most influential artists of his
generation. Marc settled in Perth due to
his family but spends his time between
Perth and Singapore having opened
a second studio there 2 years ago. He
finds his Perth customers very open,
especially when it comes to custom
work, “They are not so picky and let
me interpret their design creating
something we are both happy with - it's
nice because in Singapore there can
be a lot of haggling”. He has seen the
industry change a lot in the past few
years especially in Asia where taboos
surrounding inked skin are becoming
diluted with the help of mainstream TV
shows and conventions.

In Australia biker gangs have much
less influence on shops and tattooing
as a whole has become a lot more
accessible which sadly, he comments,
increases the budding 'backyarders’
out there. That aside, the future is
bright through the eyes of Marc Pinto.
Progression and technique are the only

things worth b'eing interested in. ﬂ

r
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MD Tattoo Studio

9545 Reseda Blvd.

#2 Northridge

CA 91324
www.mdtattoostudio.com
Tel: 818 700 2818

Well, I opened MD
Tattoo Studio in July
of 2008, so we're a
fairly new shop in
ttoo

the big scheme of things. Most
artists have a goal of openini ir

own shop one day and of cou , that
was one goal of mine too, but opening
and running a shop is not easy and at

times I question if it's worth it, but after
some time, a lot of dedication and hard
work, it has turned out to be a positive

experience.”

That's not a statement that

everybody who owns and runs their

own shop can attest to. With the
public perception of tattoo shop

18 www.skindeep.couk Issus 194

management most likely being what

- they have picked up from LA Ink and

suchlike shows - editing aside - is
that how things pan out in the real
world too?

“In the beginning, the shop went
through a few artists that didn't work
out, but after spending some time
sorting things out and learning as I
went along, the shop is going well for
us. I have a crew that I'm very thanldful
for — they're not only people that I
work with, but to me they are family:
Jeff Johnson, Katelyn Crane, Josh
Duffy, London, and my up-and-coming
apprentice, Jamie Parker. I love going
to work not only to tattoo and create
art, but also to hang out with my crew

. all day. We have a good
. time. MD Tattoos is

S\
‘ -‘I ] .

A

an open environment
where we are working
together and having
a blast doing so. We all
feed artistically from each
other, no one has an ego, and
we all take tattooing very seriously
while having fun doing it.

The vibe in the shop is totally geared
towards artistic creativity and all of
the artists are encouraged to express
themselves as such but I also feel that
in order to run a successful shop, there
needs to be a balance between beiﬁu o-i‘:\
creative and being business-minded.
Being creative in artwork and design, but

= —
< I
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WE ALL FEED ARTISTICALLY
FROM EACH OTHER, NO O}

HAS AN EGO, AND WE ALL TAKE
TATTOOING VERY SERIOUSLY
WHILE HAVING FUN DOING IT.

also being business-minded in the sense

of having a good work ethic, keeping
things neat and organised and ultimately
making sure the customer is satisfied.”

So how do all of you individual cogs
fit together here? You've already <

Issue 194 www.skindeep.co.uk 19



MIKE DEVRIES

CRANIALVISIONS

“Cranial Visions was an idea I
had a couple years hack when
skull artwork was popping
up everywhere. I really wanted
to document a moment of time
that featured a bundle of artists
who where creating incredible
art, that all had something in
common - which was the skull,
I asked Jeff Johns=on to help
and be a part of the project.
Without his help and hard work
it wouldn't have been possible
to complete it is such a short
amount of time. It was definitely
a fun project for Jeff and I!
Cranial Visions features
258 artists, 240 full-colour
pages with over 800 photos.
It's really a great collection of
work. I'm very excited about it
and even more excited to share
it with everyone. As soon as
we're done with this interview
I'm going to start packing up.
books to send out to some of
the artists that participated
so0 this is a good time to say
thanks again to everyone who
submitted artwork. It's much
appreciated!”

I'T°S NICE HAVING A CREW THAT CAN

umomo:mwmwmmou«n
'THE DOOR - IN ANY STYLE. EVERY

mmmmm

said it took a few goes to get it
right - is that simply from a “fitting
in" point of view - presumably you
were looking for a crew that could
offer as much variety as possible,
bring things to the table that were
different from your skills and even
learn from yourself?

“I'm a true believer that everything
happens for a reason. [ had a few good

MIKE DEVRIES
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- guys early on that just didn’t work out

for various reasons. As of now, the MD

 crew is definitely dialled in. I've always
- wanted a crew that has variety and
- that is diverse in style. It's nice having

a crew that can tattoo anyone who

- walks through the door - in any style.
. Everyone who works here dabbles in all |
_ styles, but each of us have a forte,
* atleast in my eyes.

. “Jeff Johnson is our bio-organic guy,

especially working in colour. He also

does some really cool Japanese-style

- work, along with some traditional

- work. Josh Duffy loves black and grey,

- working with portraits and evil-type

- imagery, along with bio-mech designs.

. Over there, Katelyn's style is diverse in

 its own right! She loves tattooing bugs,

- along with new skool, traditional and

- some realism. London has been doing

| some great realistic portraits in colour

' lately, along with his own cartoony, new

i skool, bright, colourful, bold work. Jamie

- likes to work with his evil-ish Japanese-

. style, but is willing to do anything to

| practice since he is new to the game

' as my apprentice. Then there's me - I

. prefer colour realism, but love it when

; 1 have the chance to throw down some
black and grey - I don't get requests for

it very often.”

|

| Apprenticeships seem to be hard to

: come by these days - what did you

| see in Jamie that convinced you to

. take him under your wing?

| “Jamie was actually a client of mine and

- we were doing some tattoo work on his

- arm of a picture he created in Photoshop.

- Iliked what he created, so we started

this sleeve on him and mid-way through

- completing it, we talked about art,

- where he worked, and I started to learn

things about him. He was at a job that he

: wasn't in love with - creating Photoshop
designs for a company that made toys.
- At one point, after seeing his initial




design for his arm we talked about doing
a collaborative set of flash. He worked
on a couple sheets and I was impressed
with what he did.

but there was a day when I approached
him to see if he wanted to learn how

to tattoo and to be my apprentice. He
thought about it for about a week and
said 'Yes'. I definitely saw potential in
him. He was young, creative, and was
willing to learn. When he first started
with me he had never done a painting.

I try to get him to focus on drawing, but
his strong point is Photoshop, so I still
let him create using that, but it's been
amazing to see some of the things he
has accomplished in such a short period
of time. I just can't tell him that because
he's not supposed to get a big head. So
don't tell him!"

1JOSH DUFFY

:JOSH DUFFY

KATELYN CRANE
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MIKE DEVRIES

IWISH THE ARTIST WOULD HAVE AT

- LEAST PUT HIS INTERPRETATION INTO

“We never did complete any flash set, -

- I'll try my best - maybe you could
. some stickers made up and drop

them over that last paragraph when

- the magazine comes out. Talking of

- flash - I see an increasing move away
from the old school rule of displaying
. they decide what direction to go in, then

a lot of flash on the walls, to ones
that feature art and are genuinely

| comfortable places to be tattooed in

which is giving those shops a sense

- of individuality - what's your take

DIFFERENT THAN THE ONE HE DID
YESTERDAY OR EARLIER THAT MORNING.

. on this? Is there still work to do here

with regards to expansion?

Well as you can see, we don't have any
flash on the walls. We recently just put

together a little flash book portfolio just
for the client that wants ideas, but once

most of the work we do is custom. In my
early days I walked into shops and picked
out things off the wall for tattoos on

myself, and my take on this is that I wish

“We are not even close to the
peak yet. Not even touching
the surface. There are some
amazing artists tattooing right
now and I get blown away all
the time when cheching out
some of their work. In another
5-10 years, these artists are
going to be even better and I
think we are going to see some
new guys or girls coming out
that are extremely talented

as artists and are going to get
crazier with it. It's going to be
very exciting to see it happen!
Iam S3VING S0IMe room on my
own body for a few of these
artists. It's going to happen
somebody will come out and
show us all up. Well, at least

show me up!”
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COMIC ART &
COLLECTING
STUFF

“I really got into comic
books right after I was into
collecting baseball cards. I
was more into the art that
was in the comics than the
actual stories. I would be more
concerned with keeping the
comie in perfect condition in
plastic and hanging it on the
walls of my bedroom as pictures
for decoration rather than
reading them, T know that's not
being a.die-hard comic book
fan, but that's what I did!

I love collecting things.
When was about 17 or 18,
I needed money so I sold my
whole eollection. It bums me out
to this day that they are gone,
A couple years back, [ bought
some of my favourites again just
to get them back. They were the
Spawn comics - 80 awesome!
Now that I'm older, I still love
gollecting things and I'm now
hooked on buying straight-up
art and original paintings.
The shop and house are full of
paintings from artists that I love
and respect.”

the artist would have at least put his
interpretation into the flash and not just
copied it exactly - just to make it a little
different than the one he did yesterday or
earlier that morning - at least some small
changes would have been nice.

I recently ran into someone the other
day that had the exact same tattoo I
have on my forearm and it looked like
my arm looked before I had it changed
a little bit, but there’s a lot of people
out there who don't really care if they
have the same tattoo as someone else,
and they just want it - period. As long
as they understand that other people do
have it, then it's all good. If they want
it, then do it. If I were to do flash or a
realistic portrait that I know has been
done a million times, I would try my
best to talk them into another picture of
the same subject or at least change it a
little bit to make it more custom.

Most of us here are booked out,
so most walk-ins need to make an
appointment and come back and get
it another day. Although, on occasion,
we have clients that have to reschedule
and a spot opens up here and there fora
walk-in. It's usually best to call or email
first if you're thinking about it, especially
if you're coming from a long distance
and trying to get in that day. As far as
expansion goes for us, we are good at
this point. Like I said earlier, it's not easy
running a shop and I don't think T would
want to open another one. But who
knows what the future holds. *

Mike and I had such a lot to talk
about that we've split this feature
into two parts - catch part two next
Issue when we hear more from the
Masters of Reality.

MIKE DEVRIES

=
&
=
=
b=,
£
|
=
B

22 www.skindeep.co.uk Issue 194

£
<
=
2
E
E




Where Art & Knowledge Meet

“SPECIALTY PRODUCTS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL TATTOO ARTIST”

REST STUFF

The Lightest and Most Compact Arm Rest Ever!

Quality Construction
Light Weight...3 |bs

Fits In A Backpack
Extends To 3 1/2 Feet High

Compact...Overall Length 18 Inches

Travel Bag Included
Easy Assembly and Disassembly
Comfortable, Portable, and Convenient

Brought to you by the makers of Stencil Stuff™ $ 1 2 0
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Is Tattoo Co
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; ‘t;tlight of the European convention scege.
its long-awaited

tion displaying a very
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comeback with the Belg
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nvention is back

| programme, in the

1 spite of the gloomy weather,
the cosmopolitan public, mainly
from Belgium, France, Germany
and the Netherlands came en
masse to answer the call of the
sizzling needles and although
e it sOmMetimes required a certain
patience to access the heart of the old
warehouse from the doors' opening time
it was all worth it - in fact, compared

to other conventions, the closing hours
were a lot earlier than usual!

On the downside, there was the odd
flat note in the organisation but we
forgot it fast once in the aisles. After
a bit of wandering in the Kustom Car
exhibition and in the very friendly 50's
market, we had the pleasure to discover
again the amazing work of the 140 artists
present here - most of them requlars like
Art Corpus, Left Hand Black, Harizanmai,

Tribo Tattoo or Todd Noble to name a
few. Old school, Art Brut, dot work -
every style is well represented with a
few interesting discoveries too which all
goes to confirm what we have suspected
for a very long time from visiting the
European conventions - keep an eye

on eastern European artists! Austria,
Hungary, Poland - numerous emerging
artists offer some technically impeccable
and especially creative work as we
already acknowledged during the last
Kracow convention.

Let's not forget the Belgian scene
though. The booths of La main Bleue,
Tendre Furie, Needle Empire, La
Boucherie Moderne are constantly full of
people. A constant crowd surrounds the
Frech-Chinese Migoii, where two shaded
back pieces are done simultaneously by
two teams of three tattooists. ©
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FOR A VERY LONG TIME FROM
VISITING THE EUROPEAN
CONVENTIONS - KEEP AN EYE ON
EASTERN EUROPEAN ARTISTS!

At every turn of a corner, the
convention plays host to burlesque
shows, rockabilly concerts, and every
day ends up with the usual tattoo
contests, where Buena Vista Tattoo
Club and James (Celtic Moon - Hungary)
won the Best of the day trophy.D

28 www.skindeep.couk Issue 184



New Year Resolutions

1. Spend more time
with the family.

2. Collect some
fresh ink.

3. Eat less
chocolate!

‘l‘ .:’ .bu
- L
s ™ “ | J ]

15th/16th Januatyi2011
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Call 01244 663400 Ext2209r40y onto
our wehsite today www.i jitoofreeze.com ‘\

% World Class Tattoo Artists % BMX & Skateboard Demos

sk Custom Bike & Car Displays sk Airbrush & Graffiti Workshops

sk Henna & Bodypainting sk Rollergirls vs Rollergirls

sk Live Ice Carving Demos sk Tattoo Photography Awards

sk BigTattooPlanet.com Art Gallery 3 Traders & Vendors & Much More!

Brought to you by the publish
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KAMIL TATTOO F16LONDON ERAKOW

ED FERDOMO

MIGOT FRANCE

EREDA NEEDLE ART NL
TATTOOLGANS GREECE

THIS BELGIAN CONVENTION g =
COMEBACK CAN CLAIMA S
MORE THAN RESPECTABLE \3\3\‘

-

TURN-OUT, AND INTENDS TO | D &
CONTINUE NEXT YEAR |\

In others, Marco Cerretelli (Spotlight
tattoo) and Paul & Friends (Brussels)
won respectively the "best old school"
and the "best of realistic" pieces.

In conclusion, despite the oftentime
random organisation, this Belgian
convention comeback can claim a more
than respectable turn-out, and intends
to continue next year - having already
confirmed the date for October 2011

/c.
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WWW.CAMTATTOO.COM
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0 ne quiet Sunday after
often in our house 1w
school tattoo of an owl.

[ distinctive, the lines
bight anc en it was that

colours were
jumpe

took my breath away. The artist

Cherry Tattoo
& Piercing

Via Kennedy 62°
Monterotondo
Rome

www.cherrytattoo.it

d riaht out of the computer scre

It was one of the best

was SameLz.

immediately contacted
Samez, rambling on about
how great her work was and
a while later she got back to
me and we started chatting.
We talked about the tattoo

on her profile and she “oh so
casually” informed me that it
was actually a cover-up of an old tribal
design. Quickly I flipped back to the
picture and for the life of me I couldn't
see where the old tattoo used to be. I

still can’t and she's told me. Yes, Samez

is good! Hell, she's brilliant.

Samez didn't start her working life as
a tattooist, her first job was in an office, a
far cry from the world she lives in now. It
was in 2004 that she decided, a well paid
job might be nice and safe but you can't
ignore the call of the tattoo. It was time
to enter the world of tattooing.

Samez spent the first three years in
the field, working an apprenticeship in a
shop her boyfriend had recently opened.
Her tutor was a Venezuelan tattooist,
who was in residence at Cherry Tattoo
at the time. Then in 2007, Samez

www.skindeep.couk Issue 194

noon, (an occurrence that

inq around Facebo
asluridna & <t tattoos | had ever seen. The
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ht and bold - the tattoo litegal’l
good. | can hon
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decided it was time to improve her style
and technique and she headed out to
America to go and see the great tattoo
artists she loved, doing what they do
best. Basing herself at Sid Stankovits of
Sid’'s Tattoo Parlour in Santa Ana, Samez
did various guest spots at different
studios and rode the convention circuit.,
building a base of good friends and
regular clients. About meeting Sid she
says, "He has been my guide, he gave

me a lot of tricks and suggestions. He
improved my tattooing techniques.”

Or as S5id puts it, “Samez and I met
through a mutual friend, she came by
my shop. She was a quick learner, what
I would call a natural. She's always
had her own style, I helped her tackle
some bold and solid colours and lines. I
helped her to refine her tattooing skills
but her artwork has always been her
own and really cool. I'd have Samez



work for me full-time in a heartbeat.
She's a good tattoo artist, a good person
and one hell of a gal! I like her bold,
solid clean work, the kind of tattoos that
will last a lifetime.”

A month later and Samez was back in
Monterotondo, Rome at Cherry Tattoo
and the fifties American style studio
she co-owns with her boyfriend, body
piercer Daniel Sedan.

“Being together twenty-four hours,
it’s not easy for anyone but I think we
must be doing something right as we've
been together ten years now! I think
the biggest problem with us is that
we have very different but very strong
personalities. It's like we both want to
be top of the class!”

But Samez is quick to point out that
Daniel does have his good points too.
“He's really patient with the more
difficult customers... and I am not!

Being a piercer, he is a hygiene
maniac whic! always really good for
a tattoo shop,” and then quickly with a
laugh she adds, “but at the same time
he stresses me a lot. He always wants
everything to be perfect. I think very
few people would get along with him in
the workplace, I'm more easy going.”

And maybe that's what makes the
studio work so well. A dividing of roles

to reach a common goal and a little

bit of rivalry along the way. There are
no other resident tattooists at Cherry
Tattoo either, it's just Samez doing

the ink and Daniel the body shots.

But Samez is quick to point out that
they have a continuous run of guest
tattooists working the studio. Big guns
in the tattoo world like her old friend®

ALOT OF PEOPLE ARE
STARTING TO TATTOO
WITHOUT KNOWING
ANYTHING ABOUT I'T. YOU
KNOW, NOTHING ABOUT
THE OLD SCHOOL RULES.

94 www.skindeep.co.uk




CONN
Chris Conn Askew, is another
whole story in himself. Born
and raised in California, Conn
grew up drawing to the point

of obsession. Having no formal
training, he single handedly and
extremely successfully turned
his hand to tattocing. Then,

at the height of his career he
shocked everyone by retiring
from the inking world at the
very, very young age of thirty-
six. Based in San Francisco,

he now plies his trade as an
illustrator and artist, using
primarily watercolour, ink,
graphite, gouache and gold leaf.
Running through his prints he
features on his website, you can
see why Samez name drops this
guy. Chns Conn is an artistic
force to be reckoned with.

5Sid from Santa Ana and Uncle Allan of
Copenhagen.

That's the thing I like about Samez,
she knows where she's going and what
she wants. She has strong ideals and is
not scared to share them.

“Nowadays, the tattoo business
makes me a little upset. A lot of people
are starting to tattoo without knowing
anything about it. You know, nothing
about the old school rules. There's
no passion for the art and they know
nothing about drawing. These people,

12 www.skindeep.co.uk Issue 194

they think it is a cool fucking way to
make money and these people are
damaging our world, a world we should
try and preserve in every way.”

Itend to agree with Samez on
this thorny point. I often wonder if
programmes like Miami Ink have
glamorised the industry. Don't get me
wrong, they have done brilliant work
at bringing the art form to the fore but
at the same time attracting a lot of fly-
by-nighters.

I put the question to Samez to see if

. she agrees. "I think they are a positive

thing for tattooing but I also think

| that they have to show more what the

- real tattoo artist's life is like. It's not

- all about parties and making money.

. There's the endless research. It's a way
- of life, you never stop working. It's not

. as easy as they show on TV.”

But Samez doesn’t sit back and let

- this “damage" as she sees it, get out of
- control. That's just not her style.

“For this reason, I founded the Proud

- Crew, a group of artists that want to

" keep the old school rules alive. So far

- we have my friends Federica (Marsh

- Mallow Tattoo), Davide (Plastic Surgery
- Tattoo) and Phil Kyle and Adrian Willard
- (Magnum Opus Tattoo).”

It might be a small group at the

- moment but it is a respectable group,

- clearly showing that Samez has made

. her mark on some important tattooists.
. Samez explains her concept of Proud,

- the passion evident in her words.

“Proud is not about being the best

- artist around or bullshit like that.

 It's about having respect for what

- we are doing, trying to give our best

- contribution to the tattoo world. It's

- about spreading the pride we feel and
| making our customers understand that
getting a tattoo is a very important

- thing in your life. It's not about

- fashion!”

And then comes the big point, the

- one that seems to rile most old school
tattooists but seems to becoming more
~ and more evident these days:

“It's important to be able to draw

- your own stuff. No tracing! A tattoo

- artist has to have their own style. Be
recognisable. Then a customer can

* choose them for that important reason.”

It's clear that Samez loves her work,

- that she is passionate about it and
- when I ask Samez about her style, the
- words come quick and easy once again.

“It's always difficult to put ones

- personal style in a category. I do

- traditional but traditional according
- to me. And sometimes I get a little

- close to the new school stuff. So it's
. neo-traditional? Anyway I have a

changeable mind and at the moment
I'm trying to make my own stuff more

- traditional. I love tattooing in general

and trying to be a versatile artist is
really important to me.
“I take influences everywhere to tell

~ the truth, in art and in other tattooing.
- One of my favourite artists has always

been Chris Conn and I will never stop

- following him as an illustrator”

The more I talk to Samez, the more

| I start to see that tattooing is her life,

- it's in her soul. She takes her work and
- her art seriously and wont let anyone

- forget it. Her enthusiasm and pride is

- catchy and it is easy to see why she is
- respected as a tattooist and a friend.

I ask Samez, if she could chose one

- person to tattoo, who would it be? And

as [ am coming to expect from her, her



answer is not one I expected to hear.

“I really want to tattoo Robbie Williams
before I die. He's always been my sex
symbol since I was about thirteen.”

Samez laughs but quickly gets serious
again, a trait that I am now beginning
to see as very Samez. “And you know,

I was really near doing it once. I was

in California one time and met him at a

football match. He's not so recognisable
in America as he is in Europe, so it was
very easy to speak to him. We even got

some pictures together!”

I can sense Samez's excitement as she
tells the story and it’s quite infectious. “I
knew he really loves tattoos so I told him
I was a tattoo artist and invited him to
come to the Ink & Iron Tattoo Convention
that was happening in a few days in
Long Beach. He told me that if had some
free time he would come along...but it
didn't happen! I am still waiting for his
phone call...”

On the other side of the coin, I ask
Samez if there is anything she wouldn't
tattoo and from the short silence, I can
tell that this is going to be as big a
revelation as the Robbie William crush a
moment before.

“You know, I believe in God but I am
against the church. So I really wanted to
tattoo a nun with a penis on their hand.”

I had to stop Samez at this point to clarify |

her answer. Did she actually tattoo a
penis on a nun or is this an image she
created? She tells me it was the latter
and a part of me is a little disappointed.
And that is Samez in a nutshell,
willing to push the boundaries of the art
form while staying to true to herself. I

think her mentor Sid sums her up better
than I ever could:

“One time Samez came over to my
house and cooked a huge Italian meal
for my family and I! It was so good!
That girl's got skills in tattooing and

- cooking. So if you're ever in Rome, stop
. by her shop and get a tattoo and then
. invite yourself over to her house for

dinner! Samez reminds me of an old
tattoo soul - she has respect for the
industry, respect for other artists, and

: always gives credit where credit is due.

I'T’S ALWAYS DIFFICULT TO PUT
PERSONAL STYLE IN A CATEGORY. I

DO TRADITIONAL BUT TRADITIONAL
ACCORDING TO ME. AND SOMETIMES I
GET A LITTLE CLOSE TO THE NEW SCHOOL
STUFT. SO I'T”S NEO-TRADITIONAL?

She has respectfully worked her way to
being the artist she is, which is difficult
to find these days in our industry.”

If you want to catch Samez on
the circuit in early 2011, she will be
tattooing in January at the Star of Texas
Tattoo Convention in Austin, then
she is over to the UK for the Brighton
Convention (her first time at Brighton),

| back over to Italy for the Milan Tattoo

Convention in February and then the
one convention she will never miss, the
Rome Tattoo Expo in May.

That phone call can't come
soon enough for Samez.
Robbie might not appeal

to everyone but he knows
his tattoos. He has around
fourteen tattoos in total,
ranging from lettering to celtic
crosses and religious imagery.
H ft arm sports a partial
sleeve, a Maori tribal tattoo by
Te Rangitu Netana, which tells
the story of Wil 's life, The
tattoo was done in the studio
of famous Dutch tattooist, Henk
Schiffmacher. T ki get the
feeling Williams will be kicking
himself for passing up the
opportunity that day he

met Samez.
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Plinth 2000 Ltd
Wethenngsett Manor

www.plinth2000.com

Dtudio 18
- Body Jewe)lery

Quality titanium & surgical steel body jewellery
direct from the country’s leading manufacturer

Expert technical advice Surface bars
# Wide range of products # Industrial bars

Threading tools & needles Next day delivery

# Export service - by request

=7 o

See our full range of products at:
www.qualitybodyjewellery.com

or contact us for our FREE catalogue:
tel: +44(0)116 286 2376 d I‘
email: dave @studio18ltd.co.uk 7' F

QUALITY PRODUCTS
Sn;ﬁie I8 28a Townsend Road, Enderby. izl
Body Jewehlery  Leicester LE19 4PG TRADE ONLY

Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts.




TATT®® FREEZE MANCHESTER

LIVERPOOL NORTH LAKES
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Van Schaicks Tattoo and Piercing Studio

TATTOOING
CUSTOM FREERAND « COVER UPS = COSMETIC = TRADITIONAL
* TRIBAL = CELTIC = JAPANESE
l) BODY PIERCING
ALL BODY PIERCINGS UNDERTAKEN
4

PIERCINES STRETCHED « BODY JEWELLERY

BODY MODIFICATION

IMPLANTS = BRANDING = SCARIFICATION

APPOINTMENTS AND HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
DRINKS AND SNACKS
OPEN MON-SAT 10AM - 6PM = WED-THUR 10AM - 10PM DPEN BANK HOLIDAYS
TEL: 0114 2494 385 « 1 WADSLEY LANE, HILLBOROUGH, SHEFFIELD, S6 4EA
ALSO AT 131 440A Firth Park Rd, Sheffield, S5 6HH Tel: 0114 244 2272

Dan Stone’s
FIECTEIC EUDDEA TATTOO
32-36 Plains of Walerloo
Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8HX
Tel: 01843 855041
www.electricbuddha.co.uk
7 days a week 11.00am - 5.30pm

ik
(7 hlng..

established over 15 years
= tattoving milton & pasco
body picrcing bully
Tel: 01743 367045
12-14 castle foregate,
shrewsbury syl 2ee

MERIMEDICAL

second user medical equipment
e AUTOCLAVES

Little Sister 1, 2, 3, 5 from £299,
Merlins £299, SES 2000's
Prestige and Instaclaves!

- All with safety test reports.

Also Dentist Chairs from £199,
Lights and Couches. Al plus vat!

Telephone - 07336 cle=98e / O777| 871247
email - wyldemerimedical@aol.com
www.merimedical.co.uk

o

K‘illl‘ﬂb';'«% i !*\S’fi“il"l&’\‘u

;f;nliu 'intt_yug

Open 12pm - 6pm, Seven days a week
Male and Female Artists available

Laser - dave@inkatattoos. co.uk
lasering available wednesday - saturday

Scarification - anna@inkatattoos.co.uk
Hand poked tattoos - gary@inkatatioos co.uk

A deposit will be required for all bookings. Deposits cannot
be refunded without 48 hours notice prior to the booking.

' Yy J Slack at Living, ink Tattoo Studios
: |lsc5 in realism and portraits, frechand

. rework of old tattoos, custom a

dcslgnecl & we also do plercing,

CUSTOM ART

sg BODY PIERCING
) 1, MICRODERMALS

® 66 Dalton Street = BRANDING

IMPLANTS
Birminghan o
B4 71X TATTOO NUMBING

0121 233 2331 Aptists CHERYL & LEE

Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts.




TATTO® FREEZE

TELFORD INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

GERMANY

& ANDY'S TATTOOE,

JASON BY ANDY ENGEL
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MICKEY BY TOFI @ INCOGNITO, FOLAND
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REABING

RIVERMEAD LEISURE COMPLEX
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CLAIRE BY BILLY HAY @ CUSTOM INC, SCOTLAND
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JULIE BY CHRIS GARVER @ MIAMI INE, USA
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4TH HALL®WEEN TATT.. BASH

NEWTON ABBOT RACECOURSE, DEVON 307TH - 3157 OCTORE

MIKE BY MATT LAPFING @ CREATIVE VANDALS, HULL
CHRIS BY JAN MOAT @ IDENTITY TATTOO, BRIDLINGTON

DAVE BY JAN MOAT @ IDENTITY TATTOO, ERIDLINGTON

SAM BY JOHN ANDERTON, NEMESIS TATTOO

www.skindeep.co uk



A
S
S
() b=
V=F

0121236 1242

BO l)\' '\il"l\l'\[l

ms soon to | mr:r\r O 'g

cﬁ%ﬂ %7/% !

Owned bl.] Tlmothy J Slack of e
LMns Ink Tattoo

o o
Bty o5

telephone
OIB26 568744

Southmead Tattoo Studio EREEE TR EDpE s

3 _Te__ =
; award winning artists Y

0117 950 7030"

231 Southmead Roa
Westbury On Trym
BS10 SDX
Bristol (UK

wwwmyspacecom/southmeadtattoo

=

Broker, ,
Heary A\ ‘ Award Winning

' ’ ' tal Health Registered
, ~ Ho pital st Sterilization

find us on ' 4 Sfind us on

ok Ttt00 Studio fcebook
01730 233475

Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts.
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020 8354 3640 .. GUi>.... 014 1332 9340
166b, UXBRIDGE Rd. W12 8AA * . 202, HOPE STREET
SHEPHERDS BUSH & G2 2UG
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Use promo code
SKINDEEP
for 10% off your
next order!

Tattoo, body piercing

and laser removal
all available

(024) 7664 3101

www.rawhidetattoo.co.uk

Featured:
Rose Halr Clips;

1 Leicester Street « Bulkington
CVi29NQ

Monster Mortuary
Girls' Tee, Sizes
5-2X1

2 Church Street, Darlaston
West Midlands WS10 8DU

Tel: 0121 5266615

WWW SOURPUSSCLOTHING.COM

Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts.

www.myspace.com/2gunstattoo
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L% Reservoir Road, Edgbaston
Birmingham B16 SEE

2 Cambrldge Rd
Hastmgs Town Centre
\3 East Sussex

s mmmﬂuﬁmmuunmalrrum L {, tel:01424 433571

FIND THE BEST TATTOO ARTISTS IN YOUH AREA . :
WWW.INKANDIRON.CO.UK [l e "\‘ www.myspace.com/madambutterflys

46, CURZON STREET, DERBY, DE11LL
TEL: 01332 200211 MOB: 07891692928
ALL ASPECTS OF TATTOOING OUT OF HOURS APPOINTMENTS v W B

P ey www.loveforstuff.com
www.in hatattoos.com FULL ED HARDY RANGE & DEALS ONLINE

Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts.
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Indeed - what happens in Vegas isn’t staying in Vegas any longer! From
:f the art technology to a rock star co-owner, Club Tattoo sounds like it should

be an exclusive dub for the tattooed elite.

In reality, the six Club Tattoos that

currently exist strive to offer an exceptional and unique customer experience to anyone

who walks through their doors.

CLUE TATTOO

WWW.CLUBTATTOO.COM

to clients has been a major driving force
behind Club Tattoo’s success and may
partially be due to the shop's equally
unigque roots.

Dowdell first got into the industry in
1995 when he decided to open a tattoo
shop to sustain a different career. “1
was in a pretty up-and-coming, popular
band with Chester,” recounts Dowdell,

- (that’s Chester Bennington of Linkin

We were one of the first
‘ ‘ tattoo shops in the world to

bring a lifestyle concept to
the business,” says Sean Dowdell, one
third of the master team behind Club
Tattoo. “It's not just tattooing, it's not
just piercing. What we did was we took
the culture of what we were doing and
applied it to every aspect, you know?"
That meant looking beyond tattooing
and piercing to things such as custom
apparel and even a “high-end jewellery
line that we're launching this year.
Silver and gold bracelets with really cool
tattoo-inspired designs. We're really,
truly a lifestyle brand.”
The ability to offer a distinct experience

\‘: i s \
W b N/
AL T

o TE

Park, to be exact - Ed). “We were
touring quite a bit, so we needed a way
to figure out how we could pay our bills
when we were on the road and when
we came back. Rent and electricity
and, you know, bills that just didn't go
away.”

Playing in the band didn’t earn them
enough money to cover all of these
expenses, so the idea to open Club
Tattoo was born. The original plan
was just to manage tattoo artists and
piercers, but once the shop became
a reality and Dowdell was off from
touring, he decided to become even
more involved. Faced with the difficult
decision of learning to tattoo versus
learning to pierce, the choice was made
by process of elimination.

“I did learn how to tattoo and I just
realised that I'm extremely competitive



THERE ARE SOME 150 ODD SHOPS IN THE
GREATER PHOENIX AREA, WHICH IS TOO MANY.
MOST OF THEM ARE NOT GOOD, MOST OF THEM
SHOULD NOT BE OPEN, BUT TO EACH HIS OWN
AND LET THEM FAIL ON THEIR OWN MERIT.

and when I can't be the best at
something, I really don't wanna do it,”
says Dowdell. “My artistic ability as
far as drawing is horrendous, so I just
said, ‘You know what? I don't wanna
half-ass this, so I'll learn how to pierce
and see if I can be good at that.’”
Tattooing may not have been a success
story, but as soon as Dowdell began
learning how to pierce, he became
hooked. "I really took to it very quickly
and enjoyed it, and enjoyed learning
the anatomy, and it just kind of became
a passion for me."”

The first ever Club Tattoo was

opened in Dowdell's home state of

' Arizona and four more shops followed

- suit. Just don't expect to run across

. one in the state's capital. “I think

- Phoenix is oversaturated with shops,”

. says Dowdell. “There are some 150

| odd shops in the greater Phoenix area,
- which is too many. Most of them are

' not good, most of them should not be

open, but to each his own and let them
fail on their own merit.”

In addition to Chester Bennington,
the other co-owner of Club Tattoo
is Thora Dowdell, Sean's wife. “It's
something I have to be careful on how 9

CHESTER
BENNINGTON Ol

WHAT MAKES A
GOOD TATTOO

A good tattoo to me is one that
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VEGAS..

CHESTER
BENNINGTON ON:

BECOMING
CO-OWNER OF
CLUB TATTOO

I wanted to become a partner
in Club Tattoo for many
reasons. Most importantly,
Sean and Thora Dowdell. We
have been like family for close
to 17 years. [ love Club Tattoo
as much as I love my bands.
Sean came to me around ten
years ago, after he and Thora
had brought Club Tattoo to the
top shop position year in and
year out ... He d me if I'd
like to become a partne
bring as much attention as [ can
to the studio.

We tr.

1er and

each other

completely and it also gives
us something to do together
outside of music.

I answer, right?" laughs Sean when
asked what it's like to work with a
spouse. “The obvious upside is you
have as much time as you want with
that person to discuss business. But
that’s also the biggest downside.
We've had to put our own systems in
place to not talk business while we're
at the house or when we're out on a
date.”

As for Bennington, his involvement
may not have big impact on a local
scale, but it has certainly helped

in exposing Club Tattoo to a global
market. “The majority of our
international reaction, sales and
business is all stemmed from Chester,”
admits Dowdell. “He opens a lot of
doors that aren't there for most other
tattoo shops.”

Club Tattoo's success has often been
greeted with a negative reaction from
other shops, but Dowdell believes it's
just the nature of the industry. “When
you start to do well in the tattoo
business, other tattoo businesses
aren't happy for you. I feel that ['ve
done a lot to push the industry in a
good direction and I feel like I've given
back to the industry, so I feel that
sometimes when I hear something
negative it's unjustified, you know?"

IFEEL THAT I'VE DONE A LOT TO PUSH
THE INDUSTRY IN A GOOD DIRECTION
AND I FEEL LIKE I'VE GIVEN BACK

TO THE INDUSTRY, SO I FEEL THAT
SOMETIMES WHEN I HEAR SOMETHING
NEGATIVE IT'S UNJUSTIFIED

3

WALTER FRANKEESIIS
- _ -

£~

v !
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WE STARTED WORKING WITH HARD ROCK
AND HAD A DEAL IN PLACE AND THEN, SIX
MONTHS LATER, THE PALMS OPENED UP
WITH HART AND HUNTINGTON IN IT AND
THAT WAS A JAW DROPPER FOR US

Some of this negativity has stemmed
directly from Bennington’s involvement.
“QOther tattoo shops will be like, ‘Oh,
they only opened up their flagship store
in Vegas because of Chester,” which just
isn't true,” says Dowdell. “They don't
understand the logistics or anything
involved in how I run the business. They
just attribute all of the success to him.”

In fact, the bold move to open up
a flagship store in Las Vegas was
anything but easy. About six years
ago, after the third Club Tattoo opened
in Arizona, the decision was made to
open in Vegas. “We started working
with Hard Rock and had a deal in place
and then, six months later, the Palms
opened up with Hart and Huntington in

it and that was a jaw dropper for us,”
says Dowdell.

“We thought we were being innovative
and doing things completely different.
Meanwhile, somebody beat us to the
punch. So hats off to Carey Hart and those
guys ‘cause they completely opened a lot
of doors for a lot of other people that they
don't get credit for, by opening that first
store in a Vegas casino.”

Club Tattoo's roller coaster ride to
opening a shop in Vegas continued
when The Cosmopolitan approached
them next. They signed a lease with
Cosmopolitan, but “about a year later,
as things were going along great,
the housing market crashed and the®

CHESTER
BENNINGTON ON:

The work I do is to expose
as many people around the
world as possible to Club
Tattoo. And show them that
it is among the best studios
in the world.

Issue 194 www.skindeep.co.uk




IT REALLY TOOK ME BY SURPRISE,
THE SCOPE OF WORK THAT PEOPLE
ARE WILLING TO GET WHILE
THEY'RE ON VACATION.

economy started to fall apart.”

The trio behind Club Tattoo made the
decision to walk away from the deal

as they soon realised things would

no longer go as planned. “We did not
want to have a bank as a landlord,”
Honestly, it is not difficult at says Dowdell. “Especially being such a
all. Sean and Thora are the fresh, young tattoo concept, we didn't
think that they were gonna get it. And
we were right. We took a meeting

with them and as soon as we started
hearing their ideas for our business we
said, 'Yeah, this isn't gonna work.'”
That's when, in 2007, Planet Hollywood
arrived like a knight in shining armor
and Club Tattoo finally found a place
to call home in Las Vegas. Since the
flagship store’s opening in 2009, the
city has continued to surprise them.

“I thought we were gonna do a lot of
names and hearts and flowers, a lot

of small stuff, but my guys actually

do more custom work and full sleeves
and full back pieces in Vegas than we

CHESTER
BENNINGTO




g o " “ 5 R
do back in Arizona, salys Dowdell. “It ;gﬁ%ﬁg GTON ON:
really took me by surprise, the scope
of work that people are willing to get TATTOOING

while EhBY Ie on vacation. I have considered tattooing

Which is not to say that those looking | pefore. I was positive that I'd
to get a small piece of artwork won't be working at Club Tattoo if
be accommodated. “Our guys are there the music thing didn't pan out.

hinkin:

to make the customer happy. We don't
have any rock star tattoo artists that
are too cool to tattoo your idea,"” says
Dowdell, bringing up what he believes
to be a prominent issue in today's
tattoo world. “This is a business, it's
not driven by our egos - and that's my
biggest complaint about the tattoo
industry. You're not doing your client
a favor by tattooing ‘em, that's the
absolute wrong attitude to have.”

In addition to offering a talented
roster of artists and piercers, Club
Tattoo has also always prided itself
on innovation. A few years ago,
Dowdell designed a microdermal
anchor for Metal Mafia, patented it
and it has since become the top-selling
microdermal in the world.

More recently, Dowdell collaborated
with programmers to design Interactive
Tattoo, a screen flash system that

can be found in all of the Club Tattoo
shops. Interactive Tattoo holds over
109,000 images, from artists’ portfolios
to flash, and makes it easy for clients to
browse potential tattoo designs.

“The way you're looking at the touch
screen, it looks like a Ouija board with

the alphabet. You'll punch the letter ‘A’
and every category from ‘A’ will drop
down. You'll see apples, ambigrams,
amphibians, arrows, angels and all of @

THE WAY YOU'RE LOOKING AT THE
TOUCH SCREEN, IT LOOKS LIKE A OUIJA
BOARD WITH THE ALPHABET. YOU'LL
PUNCH THE LETTER ‘A’ AND EVERY
CATEGORY FROM ‘A’ WILL DROP DOWN

BEFORE
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VEGAS..

CHESTER

BENNINGTON ON:

HIS OWN
TATTOOS

My favorite tattoo

initials of my wife
all of our children.

they may be more fe

fans on th
ten time:
arms and asksdo se

neocne

me. They have really b 1
part of my identity. When I meet
treet, nine out of
grabs my

is the one

across my chest. It has the

and I and

 flames too. I think

amous than

e the flames

those corresponding designs are in there.”

The programme also features a text
editor, which allows clients to type
text into the system and see it on the
screen in all of the available fonts.

It's not difficult to hear the excitement
in Dowdell's voice when he describes
Interactive Tattoo. “This is something
that completely separates our brand
from any other shop in the world,” he
says. "It's truly the most amazing thing
on the market. It's gonna change the
face of the tattoo industry in the next
two to three years, I guarantee it.”

Having recently received a second
patent on the system, Interactive
Tattoo was debuted for sale to the

public at Mario Barth's show in Vegas

_ at the start of October 2010 (reviewed

last issue — Ed.). “I kid you not, 1
probably had 500 shops ask me, ‘How
can [ get this?'" recalls Dowdell.

But innovations aside, the heart of
Club Tattoo still belongs to tattooing
and piercing. When it comes to
defining what constitutes a good

job done, Dowdell says it's all about
consistency and good blending and
shading for tattoos. For piercings, it's
the placement and “making sure your
piercing doesn't interrupt the natural
flow of the face, or wherever it is that
you're doing the piercing. It has to
aesthetically compliment whatever

IT’S JUST BEEN ABOUT US TRYING TO DO
SOMETHING COOL AND IT'S ALWAYS BEEN
ABOUT THE RIDE FOR US. ] DO HEAR PEOPLE
GO, ‘OH, YOU'RE TRYING TO HAVE
I A MONOPOLY.

58 www.skindeep.co.uk Izsue 194

- part of the body you're dealing with, as

opposed to detract from it. I've never
been a fan of piercings that are so large

- that they look out of place.”
- Looking to the future, Dowdell hopes to

continue growing Club Tattoo. A second
Las Vegas shop is already in the works
and slated to open in the next year. New
York, Montreal, Berlin and London may
also soon be home to their very own
Club Tattoo shops as they are all on
Dowdell's hit list.

As I laughingly tell Sean Dowdell that
it sounds like he's ready to take over
the world he replies, “You know, I hear

- that too and it's really never been about
- that. It's just been about [us] trying

to do something cool and it’s always

_ been about the ride for us. I do hear

. people go, ‘Oh, you're trying to have a

- monopoly.’ Not at all. I figure that we're
. very lucky and luck has always been

. just being prepared when opportunity

- presents itself.”

Looks like its time to join the club,*

_’ga_“l_.
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%atmenl Risk Cover
» Convention and Work Away Cover
= Autoclave Pressure Testing
« Tattoo Removal By Laser

Contact Carl now
on 01604 615427 or
Email carl.tero@insurance-world.co.uk
or check out the website
www.tat2insure.co.uk
fax 01604 615407 or post to

INSURANCEWURLD
11 Billing Road, Northampton NN1 5AW

The Unfinished Tattoo

I"artooist Bobby Wood or “-”-nhh_\_ as he was known to his

many customers, died on Sunday 7th November. aged 58

He was one of the first to make tattoos “big in Malta™
His sons Isaac an Kaysie, will be keeping the business going. Bobby
Wood, one of Malta's first tattooists - known by both those who
love and hate the art - passed away suddenly on
Sunday 7th November 2010, literally leaving his mark on many.

Bobby a great man, a huge heart, a man you would be proud to have

known and had as a best friend, you were like a brother, father and

friend all rolled into one and | am so proud to have shared vour life.
Malta will never be the same now that you have left us Bob.

You worked so hard to achieve all you did in life and in
tattooing. Bobby had recently opened the Bugibba complex, which his
son said was supposed to be the largest in Europe,
fulfilling his ambitious plan to have the biggest studio.

You will be missed so much.

RIP mate up there in your big tattoo studio in the sky,

Our love and thoughts go out 1o Bobby's wife Grace and all his family.
Love always Reno, Hayley & Family
Body Images Tatrtoo Studio

ARTISTS
ROY PRIESTLEY & PAUL PRIESTLEY

SKINSHOKZ

11 TOWNGATE WYKE BRADFORD TEL: 01274 676914

Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts.
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Jonathan Shaw is a mul i
gypsy life, based in Brazil,
adventure. Th
never to be one 0
Zappa, Jim Morrison, the Manson f
set for a life of travelling, debauchery,

f mediocrity, and associatin

www.scabvendor.com

n his 25 years as a tattooist,
Shaw cemented his importance
in the industry gaining
prominence as one of the most
progressive artists redefining
the notion of tattooing in the
West. Apprenticing under
e Spider Webb, he worked
through the prohibition era, and
conceived the legendary NY shop,

Fun City, and was the editor of
International Tattoo Art magazine,
which, at the time was known

for its intelligent articles with an
anthropological and historical leaning.

www.skindeep.co.uk Issue 194
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ti-faceted artist living the proverbial
but seemingly on a perpetual i

[ Doris Dowling, his life was '
e son of Artie Shaw and Do e i3 Mo was

amily and Bukowski, the scene Was S8
consumption and creation. S

Having retired from tatto Shaw

 has pursued his dream to wnta his first

novel, Narcisa: Our Lady of Ashes is,
to his credit, is a complex and dense
masterpiece and is lauded by fans

. ranging from Jim Jarmusch to Iggy Pop.

We catch up with Shaw at his office
on a rock in Copacabana, where he
is seemingly enjoying the sun, surf,
coconut water and women, whilst
writing his autobiography, Scab
Vendor: Confessions of a Tattoo Artist,
amazingly, on his Blackberry. His stoties
are testimony to a man with a million
experiences in a million lands...

y 4
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JONATHAN

CAN’T BUY
ME LOVE

Only one out of a hundred
came with that respect for
the art, not just for me. One
out of a hundred would get
incredible tattoos; the other
99 would get the same that

you could get down the street

ten times cheaper.

Because [ was famc and
could charge 500 de sfora
50-dollar tattoo, people would
come to me for the wrong
reasons. After a while you lay
down with dogs, you start to
itch wit] . And I started

to feel like a real prostitute, a
whore, ‘cause | was whoring
out my soul for mone o
eventually there wasn't enough
money to make me feel good
about myself.

[:+] www.skindeep.couk Issue 194

ARE YOU KIND OF DISENGAGED
FROM THE TATTOO WORLD NOW?
I was never that close to the tattoo
world even when I was the top dog; I
was never actively involved in the t
attoo world.

DO YOU FIND IT ANNOYING WHEN
PEOPLE MOSTLY ASSOCIATE YOU
WITH TATTOOING?

Yeah...but y'know, it happens, and then
some people just don't understand.
Like, “Why did you stop tattooing?”
Like, I had committed some kind of
crime! I was like, “never mind"; I don't
even bother trying to explain.

AND YOU SOLD FUN CITY?

Yeabh, it was done, like when you finish
drinking the water out of that coconut,
you are going to throw it away...but if
someone comes along and says “I'll give

you a hundred dollars for that” you say,
“Sure, take it!" So, that is how Fun City
went, it was gone and done. Now I have

* to write about it and honour the history.

WHEN DO YOU EXPECT TO PUBLISH
EVERYTHING?

The book that I published called
Narcisa. Afterwards, I did a year and a
half rewrite of it, and by the time [ was
done with the rewrite with the editor,
the publisher had folded. And so then

I found another publisher wants it, but
they haven’t told me when they want to
put it out. I figure in the next year. But
nothing is for sure in this business.

In the meanwhile I'm writing Scab
Vendor, and that is a big book. I'm close
to being finished with the first draft

of the first third of the book. A book

in three sections - it doesn't mean its'
going to be three books, but there is

PM WRITING SCAB VENDOR, AND THAT
IS A BIG BOOK. M CLOSE TO BEING
FINISHED WITH THE FIRST DRAFT OF
THE FIRST THIRD OF THE BOOK

| —

going to be part one, two, and three.
Part two and three; I just have an
outline for it. I have a really very tight
draft of the first third, it covers my
life from when I was born to my mid-
twenties and barely started tattooing.

WHAT'S YOUR LIFESTYLE, ARE YOU
IN BRAZIL HALF THE YEAR?

No, no, I'm here all the time. Over the
last several years I started travelling

a bit. I would spend a few months
away from here, NY, LA, meeting with
publishers, doing book signings; I just
started doing that the last couple of
years. Before that, [ was here solid,
talking with other writers. I will expect
I'm doing more of that as time goes on.

HOW DID YOU END UP IN BRAZIL
THE FIRST TIME?

I was in Suriname, to the North of
Brazil: near Bragzil, but it's not Brazil.

I got drunk and fell asleep in a
whorehouse, and the ship left without
me in this place in the middle of
nowhere. I went with some smugglers
who gave me a ride to the north of
Brazil...some adventure!



HOW DID THAT LEAD TO YOU
TATTOOING?

I was just learning to tattoo by hand - I
was interested in learning to tattoo,

but only made them by hand. But I was
interested in the idea of tattooing and
when I got to Rio...that was when I first
learnt to tattoo.

SO WHEN YOU WERE WITH

BOB SHAW, WAS THAT AN
APPRENTICESHIP?

That was after. First [ came here and
started tattooing like a scratcher,

an amateur. I had no professional
experience but I had an idea about the
process. Then I said, “This is what I
want to do as a profession”, so I went to
the States to learn how to really tattoo,
and went to try to get someone teach
me how.

One thing led to another and I met
Bob Shaw and he said, “Come on", sol
worked with him for several years. Then
after I learnt what I had to, I came to
Brazil and started tattooing with some
other people. Then I went to New York
and worked with Spider Webb.

SO YOU WERE IN NY DURING THE
PROHIBITION DAYS: WAS IT OUT OF
AN APARTMENT?

Sort of. It was a tattoo shop.

DID ANYONE ACTUALLY GET
ARRESTED?

Not from tattooing: Spider Webb did
once because he wanted to. He called
all the press and then he said he was
going to make a tattoo on the steps of
city hall and he wanted them to arrest
him. It was a publicity stunt, but nah, it
wasn't a criminal thing; it was more like
selling hotdogs without a license.
Y'know when you were tattooing the
yvakuza, what were you doing on them?
Completely freehand, abstract. They
were the best customers I ever had. If
everyone was like them, then maybe

I would have never quit tattooing.
Because they would just say, “Do
whatever you want”. So I didn't even
use a pen, I would just take a tattoo
machine.

HOW DID PEOPLE REACT TO YOUR
DECISION TO LIVE IN BRAZIL?

When I moved, people are like, ‘He went
crazy and moved to Brazil; he is living
with the Indians in a grass skirt, sitting
in a tree, playing the flute’. And then

I came out with the first book and the
first book was like, ‘What the fuck? It
wasn't about tattooing, it was a violent,
crazy love story set in Rio de Janeiro.

All this violent stuff - favelas, drugs
and prostitution, debauchery - not
tattooing. [ have different fans today.

I don’t care much for my fans from the
tattoo days - I thought they were stupid.
But the fans of my books are really
smart, so I must be doing the right thing
- I chose doing what I love.

I wasn't happy with myself as a tattoo
artist. I was pretty good, but I was
good ‘cause I had a vision, but there
were people much better than me,

: technically. I had vision, and I tried to
- put that into the tattooing, so that is

why it is different.
Most people didn’t really appreciate

i that; they didn't know what I wanted to i

do. At the end they just wanted to get
tattooed ‘cause I was famous. So, I was
like, ‘Oh, you want to get tattooed by
me for all the wrong reasons, so give me
a thousand dollars, I'll do you a fucking
little tattoo’...and they would!

I got addicted to that; I became a
pirate, just taking their money, and I did
that for ten years and I couldn’t look at
myself in the mirror. I had some money
so I came to Brazil and I lived off that
money for about 9 years till it ran out.

I wrote books, and wrote and wrote,
and wrote, and wrote. I helped a lot of
people too, and then the money ran out,
and I'm still writing the books. I just
signed a contract for a new book which
still isn't finished, but the publisher
gave me an advance, enough

to live on.

HOW LONG WERE YOU DOING

| THE TATTOO MAGAZINE?

I pretty much started the first tattoo
magazines; it started with an existing
biker magazine to give it a more tattoo
vibe. So they hired me to be their tattoo

liaison, and I did that for a few years.
Some publisher came to me and they
said, “We want you to start the first
tattoo-only magazine, and we want
you to manage it, to be the top editor

- and for it to be your baby”, and I said,

“Sure”. And I did that one, which was
International Tattoo Magazine, and I did
that for about three years.

DID YOU SELL IT?

. No it was never mine, it belonged to the

publisher and I was the managing editor
and I was supposed to have complete
editorial control. But I was always an
underground guy, I was a tattoo artist,
working from a handshake kind of
thing, so I had no corporate experience,
and they fucked me, ‘cause that is what
they do. [ didn't have a lawyer, I didn't
have any of that shit; I just did it ‘cause
I thought it was cool. They wanted to
change the editorial policy, to this and
that, and I was like, “No, that is against
my principals ‘cause I am an old school
tattoo guy.” And they were like, "This is
money”, and I was like, “Fuck you”, and
they were like, “Fuck you, and you have
served your purpose, and now we are
taking the magazine away."”

DO YOU MISS THE CYCLICAL
DEADLINES?
That was the thing about tattooing

. also...immediate gratification, that is

the big difference between that, and®

IPRETTY MUCH STARTED THE FIRST
TATTOO MAGAZINES; IT STARTED WITH

AN EXISTING BIKER MAGAZINE TO GIVE IT
'AMORE TATTOO VIBE. SO THEY HIRED ME

TO BE THEIR TATT00 LIAISON AND I DID
THAT FEW A FEW YEARS.
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Now what I do, I don't do for
money; quite the contrary, I
spent all my money and only
now in the last couple of years
have I seen some support that
tells me to go on.

But I'm not doing this for money
- I would do this for free. If
won a billion dollars tomorrow
in the lottery, I could sit back
on a yacht and jerk off for the
rest of my life; [ would keep
doing exactly what ['m doing...
the money wouldn't change
that at all..

e o

what I do now, ‘cause what I do now
is write, and write.

HAVE YOU BEEN TO JAIL?

A few times, but not recently...not in
this reincarnation. In the States, a few
times when I was a teenager; I was
always in jail as a
teenager. I was a
troubled, confused
kid. Later in my

208, Tused to drink
heavily and take a lot
of drugs, and back in
those days I would
have run-ins with
the law, but not
since I was sober, for the last 20-
something years.

WHAT'S THE MOST DIFFICULT THING

ABOUT KEEPING SOBRIETY?

When I first got sober, it was
everything. I drank for the effect
because I didn't like the world or my
perception of the world when [ wasn't
fucked up, and I didn't like myself very
much. The world wasn't acceptable to
me when [ wasn’t drunk. I had to stop
that ‘cause it was killing me. I didn't
know anything about living in the world
without altering my perception and
being ok. So that was like really having
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. to die and be reborn and learn life from
zero. At the beginning it was difficult.

- AND DOES THE WRITING HELP?
: For me it's the key. Because it's a
. journey of self-discovery, it's a spiritual

some personal changes, big changes,
almost die and be reborn to overcome
that, and I don’t think it's coming back.

- WHY IS WRITING SO EFFECTIVE AS
. OPPOSED TO PAINTING?

practice to me: it's religious. To discover

whatever I can and share it as well

' as I possibly can for the benefit of

everybody, but especially myself, to find
my place in a universe where [ was lost.

: 3o the writing is the key.

. DO YOU EVER GET WRITER’S BLOCK?
| Yeah, I had it for 20 years. Now I never

. have writer's block again and [ hope I

- never do. For me, writer's block is the

. worst thing that can happen to a writer!

It would be like if you were a surfer
who had surfer’s block, a photographer

| that had photographer’s block. The
- writer's block for me was like a curse. A
¢ gpiritual curse, and I had to go through

IDON’T DO IT FOR MONEY; QUITE
THE CONTRARY, I SPENT ALL MY MONEY
AND ONLY NOW IN THE LAST COUPLE OF

YEARS HAVE I SEEN SOME SUPPORT
THAT TELLS ME TO GO ON.

Everybody is different. We are on a path
of discovery, and

I feel fortunate to
discover what works
best for me. It's not
the only way, but its
the best way I found
to practice these
principals in my life
and it's almost like
alchemy for me, in
my conscious and life experience and
in my unconscious and my memory

and my past and life experience,

there is a lot of fucked up shit. Being

a drug addict, coming from a home of
alcoholism and drug addicts and abuse,
being on the street from very young,
and living as a homeless teenager, and

- being a criminal.

All that stuff has roots and upholds

. darkness, so I have all these memories,
- I have all this history and baggage and
- most of it is ugly and poisonous and

" bad. Through the writing it is a magical
- process of alchemy where you can take
- all this shit and turn it into gold.
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The fall of communism meant the uprising of an exciting cm!ntemllture in
the Czech Republic. One particular Prague-based tattoo studio was there
from the beginning and helped lead the way for a tattoo republic...

TRIBO/WILDCAT.CZ | efore Elvis, there was

Lidickd 8 nothing. So a great man
Omv;ggj%%ﬁ;?f;? once said of the pre-
Pa: 9:00 - i?_, 00 Presley era for popular

Tel: 736689472, Tel/
Fax: 257219042
e-mail: distribuce@
tattooshop.cz

music, and certainly,

a similar dictum could
be applied to a pre-89
— Czech Republic and its
absence of a vibrant counterculture: a
tattoo culture.

Though a very young country, the
Czech Republic has grown, evolved and
flourished since the ‘Velvet Revolution’
in 1989, which saw half a million
protestors bringing about the end of
the communist Czechoslovakia. Since
the fall of the communist regime, a freer
and wholly independent Czech Republic
has seen its fair share of changes, from
the paranocid state it once was, toa
diverse, exciting and culturally rich
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society. Within a couple of short years

of relinquishing the communist grip, the

Czech Republic has witnessed its own
counterculture emerging in the form of
alternative artistic expression. Though
the idea of a tattoo culture in Prague

would have been impossible just a few

years previous, the new Czech Republic

allowed for such a counter cultural
phenomenon to flourish, and leading
the way for this new 'tattoo republic’
was a little studio which still sits
proudly in Klimentska 2, Prague 1.
Initially focusing on the production

+ and distribution of piercing jewellery,

Tribo opened up its first tattoo parlour
during the mid-90s and hasn't looked
back since. As well as running a tattoo
and piercing studio in the centre of
Prague, Tribo represent the Czech and
Slovakia market for the oldest body

TOO®

piercing jewellery producer - Wildecat,
from Brighton, UK. Like the outbreak
of Punk during '77 in the UK, the
tattoo counterculture arrived and
took Prague by storm, sending it into
a whirlwind of frenzied excitement
and creative flair - and Michal Burda,
Tribo's founder, trail-blazed his way
to notoriety when he set up the tattoo
studio during 1996, kick-starting the
tattoo republic revolution. However,
Burda remembers a very different



WE OPENED OUR FIRST SHOP IN 1996 WITH

A FRIEND AND TATTOO ARTIST FROM
A SMALL CITY OUTSIDE OF PRAGUE.
WE WERE ONE OF THE FIRST BODY ART
SHOPS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC.

Czech Republic then, when a certain
amount of circumspection and prejudice
still surrounded the tattoo culture.

“We opened our first shop in 1996 with
a friend and tattoo artist from a small city
outside of Prague. We were one of the
first body art shops in the Czech Republic,
so the general attitude was that we were
total freaks. It was really unusual at that
time - things like stretched earlobes
and multiple piercings, people mainly
associated tattoos with criminals.”

Certainly, the brand new phenomenon
has come a long way since the early days

of the Czech Republic’s tattoo culture,
and the tattoo scene now remains in
stark contrast to what it was just 15 years
ago. Burda's tattoo shop wasn't exactly
welcomed with open arms when it first
dared to take Prague and its frustrated
counterculture disciples in scary new
directions. With the authorities breathing
down their necks, sceptical and resistant
to the burgeoning tattoo scene, it wasn't
easy for Burda and his band of rebel
artists to pioneer a new tattoo movement.
“The tattoo history started in the
90's. You could count the shops on one®
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hand, and now there are hundreds of
them, but very few are good enough

to compete on an international level.

It was really hard with the authorities
while opening the shop. They put a
close eye on us and it took lot of energy
and paperwork to prove to them that
we could do it in a clean and safe way,
and that we weren't planning on killing
someone or spreading some deadly
infection throughout Prague.”

Now, 11 years into the new
millennium, things have changed
dramatically for Tribo and the European
tattoo market. While the Czech Republic
has changed both politically and
culturally during the past decade and a
half, the tattoo industry in general has
skyrocketed in popularity, infiltrating
the mainstream and spreading like
wildfire the world over. With various
publications, books and websites rife
with information on all things ink, it's
now almost unfathomable that Michal
and Tribo once had to rely on a few

publications that had to be trucked over
from Berlin in order to obtain their next
tattoo fix. Michal explains:

“It was really hard to get useful
information in the Czech Republic in that
time. There was no internet and no books
published. From time to time a truck
driver friend of ours brought us tattoo
magazines bought at petrol stations
in Western Europe. I was travelling
also. Berlin was always a big source for
information and inspiration for me.”

While the communist era now
remains far behind them, and despite
tattoos enjoying a newfound popularity
with a diverse demographic, it’s still
far from plain sailing for Tribo, but with
new challenges lurking around every
corner, the Prague-based studio are well
equipped for the brave new world of
tattooing. Luckily, Michal Burda has a
whole slew of talent on tap at the Tribo
studio, and Tribo's band of talented
tattoo artists - complete with an array
of varied talents - remains key to the
studio’s broad and diverse appeal.

FROM TIME TO0 TIME A TRUCK
DRIVER FRIEND OF OURS
BROUGHT US TATTO00 MAGAZINES
BOUGHT AT PETROL STATIONS IN

Situated and hard at work behind the
doors of the Tribo studio is super-versatile
Peter Bobek, an artist who has become
renowned for his realism and black and
grey, and has since brought colour to the

WESTERN EUROPE.
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mix which has taken his work to a whole
new level. Musa, Peter’s apprentice,




is a young-gun who has been working
professionally for just one and half year.

“Musa came out with his really
unique abstract aquarelle style, which
has attracted many people from all
over the world”, says Michal. “After
attending a few conventions in Western
Europe, his work is now becoming very
popular and there are many people
travelling from abroad to Prague just to
be tattooed by him.”

Bara, a female artist with more than
10 years of experience, specializes in
traditional, Japanese and art nouveau
tattoos, while Szabi focuses on new
school designs. Tereza attracts the
punk and rock ‘n’ roll clientele with her
own unique take on feminine, primitive
and traditional tattoos, and Ondrash is
currently Tribo's guest artist, of which
there have been many.

“We are proud to have had a number
of great foreign guest artists coming
back regularly to Tribo, and they are a
big inspiration to all of us”, says Michal.
“They include Lionel Fahy (‘Out Of
Step’), Jef Kostek, Lea Nahon (‘Boucherie
Moderne’), Sara Rosenbaum, Steven

Burlton, Scott Ellis and George Bardadim.

Michal is also particularly proud of
acquiring the expertise of one Herbert
Hoffman:

“I am very proud that Herbert Hoffman
was tattooing at a Tribo booth in Berlin
in 2006 for a while, and he tattooed
his legendary anchor with date on my
arm.” He adds, “There is a new school
Japanese influenced sleeve that Peter did
on our friend Nina. We did photo-shoot
with Bet Orten then, and many fashion
magazines published these photos and
the sleeve has been inspiration for many
others. Now Peter is working on her back-

piece. After two sessions it's obvious it is
going to be bad ass.”

Eeing one of the first studios to open
in the Czech Republic, Tribo has had
plenty of time to learn the ropes and
establish itself as a leader within the
field, and the studio is constantly raising
the bar in any way possible. In order
to keep a close eye on the competition
and stay up to date with the latest
progressions, advancements and trends
taking place around the globe, the Tribo
tribe embrace the convention circuit,
travelling to all corners of the globe in
order to stay on top.

“I think we started to do the right
things early on and we have always
been many steps ahead of others within
our territory. We started to travel a lot
to many tattoo conventions with Peter
in 2006 and it opened new doors for
all of us. We've met many friends and
interesting people, and guest tattoo
artists have come to us and took us to
new level. We are trying to do good and
original tattoos for life. We respect the
tattoo tradition a lot but we are also
open to new ideas.”

With every country following and
developing its own style, pursuing its
own fashions and motivated by its own
individual inspirations, the lessons
learnt on the road are invaluable.

“Every country or place has its own
specifics. In Eastern Europe there are
still popular dark subjects like demons
and realistic tattoos, and people are
still a little afraid of colours, especially

- e T

in smaller cities. In Scandinavia, I saw
a very Japanese influence. We love to
go back to France every year to Nantes
and Paris. What Peter does, the French
people find very unusual and exotic,
which is weird for us! They have
different tattoo traditions than we do.”

But travelling also functions as a
major eye-opener for the tattooist.

Not every convention the world
over suggests total professionalism
and excellence, and the more you
experience, the more you begin to
notice the cracks.

“If you travel too much for the
conventions you could get easily bored
and tired from it. There are a lot of them
nowadays and sometimes they can
be really bad. Since last year we have
slowed down a bit and we are doing
only few carefully selected conventions:
Doncaster, Paris, Nantes, Brussels
and Berlin. We were at Tattoo Freeze
and Tattoo Jam last year for the first
time and it was great success for us,
everything was good and that's why we
decided to come back in 2011."

Certainly, the escalating popularity
of the industry doesn't equate to
consistent quality, as the Tribo team ®

WE ARE TRYING TO DO GOOD AND ORIGINAL TATTOO0S
FOR LIFE. WE RESPECT THE TATTOO TRADITION A
LOT BUT WE ARE ALSO OPEN TO NEW IDEAS.
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PEOPLE WILL CONTINUE GETTING

TATTOOED WITH THE LEVEL AND

QUALITY OF EQUIPMENT AND

COLOURS GETTING HIGHER, AND

THEY WILL HAVE EVEN MORE
FREEDOM OF CHOICE.

have discovered during the past 15 . <
years in the business. An over-saturated

market has hindered the tattoo business = vigilant tattoo enthusiast. highest possible level and to educate

in many ways, with the focus on quick
money-making enterprises sacrificing
quality for quantity.

“The popularity of tattoos and body
art brings a lot of people to the business
who just want to make money from it
and nothing else. They don’t have any
relationship with body art and they
don't respect tradition: it's just money-
making for them and they are doing
a lot of stupid things that's killing the
tattoo and piercing industry.”

While Michal and Tribo hope that the
industry continues to prosper, there is a
concern for the business, for the tattooist
and for the customer, but Michal hopes
that the heedful punter will always
opt for experience and quality over
speed and inferior art, and that those
businesses hoping to make a quick buck
will buckle under the watchful eye of the
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“People will continue getting tattooed
with the level and quality of equipment
and colours getting higher, and they
will have even more freedom of choice.
It's really up to them if they prefer
cheap prices for shitty tattoos, or if they
choose top quality for life. Now there
are too many shops everywhere. I hope
that the bad ones will disappear.”

Emerging from a former communist
state and beating out all odds to
successfully help to launch a tattoo
uprising and managing to stay on top in
such a competitive and packed market
has been no easy feat for Tribo, but the

. studio’s success is a result of Tribo's

simple but effective philosophy: a
philosophy that will inevitably see them
tattooing productively and successfully

. for another 15 years and beyond:

“We aim to keep our work at the

the new generation of tattoo artists in
our shop. I am not talking just about
artistic skills but also about personal
integrity, loyalty, respect and friendship.
We will continue to do the best tattoos
that we can as always.”

So finally, what does the future hold
for a studio like Tribo? What does Michal
have up his sleeve to ensure his studio’s

- well-being and continued popularity?

“I am focused on our shop, gallery

- and wholesale distribution, and I

| want to do some good art shows and

" projects. I am also thinking that in five

- years or something I want to buy some

. old industrial space instead of paying

- expensive rents and build a tattoo
ateliers, gallery, shop, maybe a small cafe
- with a garden, skate mini-ramp, bike

- workshop; something like a community

- centre for all of us. We will see.”
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TEXT AND PROTOC
'

SURVIVOR

He was born in New Zealand, raised in Tonga, went to high
school in Fiji and college in Malaysia. He started tattooing to
survive, werstayed his welcome in the States a
back to New Zealand. From these inauspicious begi
at Kalia Tattoo in Auckland is one of the few Tonga artists to take the
traditional Polynesian tattoo culture outside of his home country:

alia Tattoo lies on a
busy street in one of
Auckland’s southern
suburbs - Papatoetoe. It
seems to have become
the Chinese Quarter
since there are now
restaurants selling
dumplings and fried shrimp everywhere
- although KFC and a bunch of car

Kalia Tattoo

2 East Tamaki Road,
Hunter's Corner
Papatoetoe, Auckland
New Zealand

Tel: +64 9 2780220

dealerships have also squeezed in making -

it look somewhat like a typical American
city. Inside the studio sits Carl Cocker
tattooing a Maori tattoo symbolizing his
customer's family of ten children.

The windows and the walls are
covered in pictures of Polynesian tribal
tattoos and all the people inside the
shop are from a South Pacific Island. Carl
Cocker himself is Tongan but his tattoo
career actually started in Malaysia.
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nd was forced
nnings, Carl Cocker

“My dad thought that
Asia was the centre of
technology so he sent me
and my brother to attend
college there - also it

. was cheap. I studied

electronics. After me and my brother
ran out of spending money we had to
do something drastic to get food, so we

came up with the idea of tattooing. Asian

people stick to themselves - they won't

. help you if you're hungry. So we started

off tattooing ourselves using homemade

- machines made out of toothbrushes,
: pens, hangers, sewing needles and a

stereo motor with a cell phone charger,”
he says, showing me the Polynesian
tattoos on his legs.

This was 2001 and tattooing had

| just become legal in Malaysia, so the

brothers did well.

E—

“It was starting to get more
and more popular. We used our own
tattoos as adverts for what we could
do and started off charging 10 or 20
dollars. After a while, we found that
people would pay 100-150 dollars and
that's when I realized I could actually
make a career of this.”

Although born in New Zealand
from Tongan parents, he moved back
to Tonga at an early age. His high
school years were spent in both Fiji
and Tonga before he eventually moved
to Malaysia, and after practicing their



AFTER A WHILE, WE FOUND THAT
PEOPLE WOULD PAY 100-150 DOLLARS
AND THAT"S WHEN I REALIZED I COULD
ACTUALLY MAKE A CAREER OF THIS.”

new careers for a while, Carl’s brother “He told me to bring in some pictures
moved on. He now works at Zulu . and when he saw them he said: “If you
Tattoo in Beverly Hills under the name can do this with a homemade machine,
King Afa. Carl on the other hand met . imagine what you can do with a real
Filipino artist Spec at Zoo Body Art in one”. So I saved up money, went to the
Kuala Lumpur, who helped him with . States and bought a machine. I had no

an apprenticeship. idea if it was good or not, but I brought ©

&N
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it back and he taught me how to use it.
I did mostly Asian stuff, like skulls and
dragons since Polynesian style wasn't
that popular.”

Realizing there was much more
money to be made outside of Malaysia,
Carl went to the USA, but without any
luck soon found himself back in his
country of birth, but not by choice.

“Nobody took me in and when [ went
back to Tonga for my son's second
birthday, I had overstayed my welcome
in the US so they didn't let me back in
again. Instead they shipped me off to

THEY TOOK THE TOOLS AWAY AND

THE FUNNY THING IS THAT IF YOU
WANT TO FIND A TRADITIONAL
POLYNESIAN TATTO00 MACHINE

TODAY YOUHAVETOGOTOA
MUSEUM IN ENGLAND. @

New Zealand since I had a New Zealand
passport, although I'd rather have gone
back to Tonga!”

Even so, he decided to stay in New
Zealand and met Inia Taylor at Moko Ink
who took him in and taught him a lot
about the Polynesian style of tattooing.

In 2006, he went to the Tattoonesia
convention in Tahiti, where he won his
first award. After this he left Moko Ink
and tattooed from home until he opened
up Kalia Tattoo in April, 2009. Now he's
spreading the culture of both his home
and neighboring island nations from

the shop in this Auckland suburb - a
culture that was dead for nearly 200
years before it was revived again 20-30
years ago.

“The Christians banned the art of
tattooing when they came to the South
Pacific. They took the tools away and
the funny thing is that if you want to
find a traditional Polynesian tattoo
machine today you have togotoa
museum in England. There are none left
in Tonga.”

Even though the amount of tattooed
people and tattoo artists has increased
in Tonga - including Carl's little brother @
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THE
SURVIVOR

Papa - the attitude towards tattoos
amongst the common man is still a bit on
the sceptical side.

“A lot of people go to church and
the Christian 'belief’ is that tattoos are
something you get in jail. It's even like
that here in New Zealand. Maoris with
tattoos aren't really accepted in some
places here, but there are a lot of tattoo
artists in Tonga now - however most of

them haven’t done the traditional styles.

More people are doing that now, but it
has mostly been done in Hawaii.”
He works in all Polynesian styles and
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THE TONGANS WERE THE BULLIES OF
THE SOUTH PACIFIC AND WE RULED

FOR INSTANCE, SAMOA FOR A WHILE,
SO WE DON’T ENOW IF WE TOOK THEIR
STYLE OR WE GAVE THEM OURS.

there are similarities and differences

. between them all:
. "One big difference between the two
. is that in Tonga — and in Samoa as well

- you read just the colour, so the tattoos
will be more black, but in the Maori
culture the gaps also mean something.
Patterns are mostly based on family,
the ocean, land and weapons. In Maori
everything's basically based on what's
called koru — which is the symbol for a
fern when it starts growing and it locks
like this,” he says and shows me a part
of a tattoo that reminds me of the sign

. for yin and yang.

“It’s a symbol for the beginning of

: life. The malaia is also common. It's your
: gpiritual guardian on land and in sea, in

- the shape of half fish and half bird. In
. Tonga the spiritual guardian is a man

called tiki.”
“The Tongans were the bullies of the

- South Pacific and we ruled for instance,
- Samoa for a while, so we don't know
- if we took their style or we gave them

ours. Tattooing was also used as a

- punishment for people held prisoner, so

it's hard to say.

One thing is clear though. The ritual
of getting half your body tattooed when
you become a man at the age of 16 is
long gone.

“People are not as strong anymore.
Nowadays they wait until they're 30-
40 before they get it!” he says with

- a smirk.
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Released 24th January

Everybody loves Motorhead, right?
Well, at least we can say everybody
has heard of them with authority
and to that end we can safely say
that everybody has also heard of
their ringleader and staunchest
defender Lemmy.

This DVD release - hot off the heels
of a London Film Festival release -
documents the main man in a way
that’s not been approached before.
Shot over the course of three years,
Greg Olliver and Wes Orshoski follow
Lemmy just about everywhere he
will let them, taking in his time in
the studio, at home and come up
with some great entertainment,
thoroughly repeatable quotes and
find some surprising fans along the
way (including Jarvis Cocker and
Peter Hook).

What makes the movie work -
where others don't - is based in the
authenticity that makes Lemmy the
recognizable personality that he is.
A lot of rock stars think they tell it
like it is, and for the most part they
may do, but when words come out
of Lemmy’s mouth, it's uncensored
stream of consciousness - he means
every word at the time it was said.
It may change later but that's hardly
the point and that really comes over
in the film. If ever a man could say
he just turned "himself’ into his job,
this is him - and when it comes to
commentaries, it's really strange to
see the fans saying exactly the same
thing as such icons as Dave Grohl,
Slash et al.

The DVD is released to the masses
on 24th January - just after their
new album. You know what to do...
it's Time To Play The Game.

HENNA MAGIC

Philippa Faulks
Llewellyn/llewellyn.com

Everybody knows somebody
who's been on holiday and scored
themselves a henna tattoo - the
tales are probably endless.

Likewise, we've all seen some of
the great work that can be put on
using henna when done properly.
Henna Magic doesn't really drift
down either of these paths but it's
worth mentioning up front here
as there's some valuable advice
throughout about good henna/
bad henna, what sometimes gets
added to it sometimes to make it
bad and so on. That alone is worth
committing to memory.

That said, Henna Magic is pretty
much about what it says it is - the
ritual application of henna. Faulks
knows her subject well covering
the history of henna throughout
the ages before gently drifting
into designs for different ritual
applications, which body parts are
used and why.

Looking at the book from a tattoo
perspective, if you're an artist who
specializes in this domain or one
who likes the semi-permanence
of henna for bodily decoration, the
book is loaded with advice and more
importantly, genuine meanings
behind some of the more popular
designs out there.

It even gives advice on the
removal of henna once you're
done with your design. Sadly, it
doesn't tell you how to get it off the
bathroom carpet before your folks
tan your hide the same colour.

Maybe that's something of a right
of passage that we simply all need
to go through.

Books & DVDs

If it's a feast for the eyes and tattoo-related, w.alil | Y

find it here under the microscopic glare of the review page.

Be they Books, DVDs or VHS are all welcome at Skin Deep where
judgement shall be passed upon them...at the very least, we'll tell

A SANDMAN
NOVEL

SLIM

EKIMAYIEJDEAD

Richard Kadrey
HarpercCollins £14.49

This is Kadrey’s second novel

in his “cool as hell” Sandman
slim sequence (the first not
surprisingly called “Sandman
slim"), and it doesn’t disappoint,
but first a little background.

If Richard Kadrey's name is not familiar
to you, then maybe it should be.

Well known as a writer of novels and
articles for magazines such as WIRED,
he also knows his art inside out and
his work at kaosbeautyklinik is well
known in the tattoo world as being
some of the most imaginative around.

But enough of that - we're here
for the book this time around. In Kill
The Dead, our intrepid hero James
‘Slim’ Stark, returns for another
round of killing things. Mostly things
that should be dead already or are
dead and just need killing again. It’s
totally over the top mayhem and
anybody who loves an irreverent
monster show like Supernatural and
the likes of Felix Castor and Harry
Dresden will be into it from the off.

Hooking up once more with the
angelic hit-squad The Golden Vigil
as Lucifer comes to L.A. to oversee
a biopic of his life, Lucifer hires
slim as a bodyguard but why L.A.
is suddenly awash with zombies is
anybody's guess.

Apparently, there’s a film in the
works which is good news all round.
I'm really pleased | could justify
hosting a review of his new book
here. Kadrey is one of the good guys
with an absolute skinful of tats to
boot. Check it out. Spread the word.

you if they're any good or not.

LIVEEVIL 2

COME"AND PLAY WITH US

BY CINDY FREY

COME AND PLAY
WITH US

Cindy Frey
www.cindyfrey.com

My, my - this is a curio that’s right
up my street. You know you're

in for a treat when there’s a
disclaimer on the first page saying
that no children or animals where
harmed in the making of the book.

In the latest of her visual projects,
photographer extraordinaire Cindy
Frey takes us on a journey of
disturbing extremes. A posting on
facebook asking for children (and
their parents!) to volunteer for the
project led to a total wipeout in
submissions to the point where Frey
had to start rejecting them.

What Frey has put together here
is a great (gothic) coffee-table visual
feast of children in macabre and
haunting situations. With glorious
nods of the head to movies such as
The Omen and Children of the Corn,
she also calls on her own demons
to play with resulting in some truly
disturbing works.

The most intriguing aspect of the
book is how few people are able to
revel in the irony and contradiction
that’s been embraced in the
production and therein lies its power.
Gored up kids with bloodied knives,
guns, chainsaws and baseball bats
may sound crass but Frey is totally
in control of what she sets out to
create and I'm wishing I'd had the
time to check out the exhibition that
went along with the books launch.

Probably not a book for everybody
to laud over, but you know in your
heart whether you're going to dig
this or not. It's certainly something
that will be visibly kicking around
my house for quite some time.
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WHETHER YOU'RE LOOKING FOR AN ADDITIONAL ARTIST FOR YOUR
STUDIO, A HOUSE MANAGER OR ARE SELLING AN ESTABLISHED
BUSINESS LOCK, STOCK AND TWO SMOKING BARRELS, THESE FREE
STREAMLINED CLASSIFIEDS OUGHT TO GET THE BALL ROLLING.
SEND YOUR NEEDS TO THE OLD SCHOOL, HIGHER KINNERTON,
CHESTER, CH4 9AJ OR EMAIL THEM INTO: EDITOR@SKINDEEP.CO.UK

All I
the phone. Please inc

pany the wording.

BUSY CITY CENTRE shop in Norwich
Are looking for a new tattoo artist to join
our team due to expanding our studio
space. Must have at least two years shop
experience and portfolio. We do alot of
custom work and welcome specialising
artists and artists that are good all
rounders. We are looking for a friendly,
laid back hard working tattoo enthusiast
to join our growing business. For info
contact gemma_indigo@yahoo.com or
call 07988695339 or the shop on 01603
886 143

EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES in a new,
custom designed tattoo/piercing studio
in central Luton. From February we have
three full/part time vacancies available
in a modern, purpose built space. We are
looking for self employed tattooists with
an extensive portfolio and at least two
years experience. Successful candidates
with have experience with a variety

of styles of tattooing, ideally excel at a
particular style, be able to work as part
of a team to grow a new husiness and
have a positive attitude. We will also be
recruiting apprentice tattooists and body
piercers. Contact John on 0800 043 3365
for more information.

TATTOO STUDIO FOR SALE.

East Yorkshire town, prime main street
location. 750sq ft with renewable lease.
Established since 1995, large work room
with two tattoo stations and one piercing
station, large public area with reception
desk and thousands of the latest designs.
Storercom, kitchen, toilet — very clean,
sterile and licenced. Good clientele,
plenty of repeat trade and trade from
surrounding towns and villages due to a
good reputation. Includes all equipment,
new steriliser, CCTV (4 cams), live

web cam, computer with thousands of
designs on discs. Good website www.
eternalimages.co.uk. Telephone: 01405
766691 or email billyf_eternalimages@
hotmail com for details

TATTOOIST WANTED: Kings Cross
Tattoo Parlour is looking for a full-time
experienced tattoo artist to be part of
our team. Need to have at least 3 years
of studio experience with portifolio and
own clientele . To apply please send your
portfolio to kxtp@hotmail. co.uk or call us
at 02078374634 for more details.

TATTOOIST WANTED: Locking for a
1eliable, hardworking and honest artist
to join our established studio in west
yorkshire. The right person must have

a strong varied portfolio, good drawing
ahility and great people gkills. The usual
no drink/drug/attitude problems apply.
This position i to start asap and is
initially on a temporary basis with a view
to becoming permanent. If you think you
can bring something to our team then
please e-mail your details and portfolio to
tattoojobwy@yahoo.co.uk

TATTOOIST WANTED: No Regrets

in Cheltenham are looking for a new
apprentice to join their multi award
winning team. Applicants must have a

ken over

excellent portfolio and attitude as well
as good customer skills. We are looking
for something exceptional so if you think
that might be you then please send a
portfolio and your details to ben_lakin@
hotmail co.uk.

STUDIO FOR SALE: Long established,
fully refurbished tattoo studio for sale

in busy High Street, Upminster, Essex.
Less than 10 minutes from the train
station. Large reception area and ample
parking. Selling due to re-location to
higger premises. Studio is suitable for 3-4
tattooists. Quick sale, offers over £6000.
Email PriZeMal at etemal-art@hotmail.
co.uk or call 01245 355166

JOB WANTED: My name is Toni-Lou,
I'm 26, female, from the UK. I've been
tattooing since 2003, the past three
years in Australia. My visa is running
out at the end of the year and I'm keen
to move onto America, Canada or back
to Europe in 2011. I love working within
B&G realism, animal portraits and
American neo-traditional but consider
myself a competent, clean all-rounder.
My online portfolio can be viewed at;
www.facebook.com/tlou.tattooer. Please
let me know if your studio has a spot for
me! Send the details of what you have
available through the facehook account
ar t-lou-tattoo@hotmail.com. Thanks for
your time, hope to hear from you soon!

PROFESSIONAL

BODY PIERCER WANTED!

Due to expansion we are now ready for
a full time piercer / body modifier. Must
be of age, reliable, great customer skills,
honest and hard working, trustworthy
and loyal, great sense of humour to
work with a very tight professional
team. we are looking forward to having
anew member of the team, if you think
this is you please ring 0121 2332331

or pop in 66 Dalton Street, City Centre,
Birmingham B4 7LX,

GREAT OPPORTUNITY: Tattoo business
for sale due to ill health. Located in
Southend On Sea close to town centre
and seafront, ongoing lease, established
for 10 years with good customer base.
Great potential for expansion, must be
seen. Call 07763426475 for more details.

TATTOOIST WANTED: for busy
established shop in Harrow area
middlesex. The Job is for a experienced
Tattooist, no apprentice's. No drink,
drug or attitude problems. Flease
e-mail to encguire, and arrange

a interview, portfolio needed.
matttattoouk@fsmail net

TATTOOIST AND APPRENTICE: needed
for studie coming soon in Twickenham
area. Were a established business thats
expanding and in need of more good
reliable staff. No drink, drug or attitude
problems, The position will be open
before summer, a portfolio is needed.
Please e-mail to arrange a interview,
stating which position your applying for.
matttattoouk@fsmail net
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I've just got back fro

music festival -1I'm s
head is full of what for me was the sta

of the weekend, Daniel Higgs.

Paula Hardy Kangelos

www.skindeep.co.uk I

v interest in

tattoos was merely

embryonic when

Daniel Higgs stopped

tattooing, giving it

up in order to better
concentrate on his music, firstly his
band, Lungfish and later on his solo
projects too. Turning his back on
dermal art, despite an cbvious talent
has made the Higgs name that of a
kind of folk legend; his simple story
seems so strange as to be almost
unbelievable. To leave the world of
tattooing is considered utter madness,
we are all aware of the immense
effort, hard work and perseverance
required to obtain and complete an
apprenticeship and the majority of
us believe tattooing to be a vocation
rather than a job, so for someone to
give that up, someone talented and
celebrated for their tattoos and art,
someone so admired is peculiar. Dan
Higgs wasn't just any old tattooer, he
was a very good one, possessing a
distinctive style and attracting critical
acclaim and sharing magazine space
with such luminaries as Alex Binnie
and Don Ed Hardy. It's incredibly
unusual to hear about people walking
away from tattooing, its permanence
isn't wholly summed up by marks in
the skin; our relationships and love
affairs with the art are just as long
lasting as its inky traces. It's like a
marriage and it's hard for many of us to
suppose what could break such strong
bonds apart.

It’s easier for us to imagine the
scenario the other way around- giving
up a life of music for one of tattoo
art, Duncan X went from headlining
festivals with his band Sheep On
Drugs and the top 40 chart to the very
bottom, learning the old fashioned
way from Dennis Cockle. Duncan's
labour was undoubtedly worth it, Mr
X tattoos are imbibed with the same
sense of originality and creativity as
his stage shows once were and are
surely some of the most interesting
and accomplished coming out of the
UK today.

m ATP’s Nightmare Before Christmas
till wearing the wristband - and my
nd-out performance

. I believe that all

creativity is the same,
regardless of how it
manifests. It could result
in songs, paintings,
tattoos, plays or stories,
but they all come from the same place
as spokes on an umbrella do, branching
out of a central point. So it's little
surprise that someone possessing
talent in one area may have equal
abilities in another.

Tattoos and music sit together
particularly well; both are unmediated,

- pure and personal. They are art forms

that touch us directly. So it comes as

. no surprise that fans of music and fans

of tattoos are often one and the same
and of course, music is a popular theme

- in tattoo iconography. As it’s not really

possible to translate actual music into
pictorial form, we find other ways to

| represent it. Ways including song lyrics,
. band logos, portraits of singers, pictures

of instruments and microphones and

- popular musical semiotics, like the
: treble clef. The imagery is varied but

the sentiment is consistent.

And if tattoo fans and music fans
are the same, it is pleasing to know
that some music artists and tattoo
artists are also the same. Duncan
X's colleague, Tas, plays in Electric
Wizard, Jef Whitehead is Leviathan
and Thomas Hooper sang for Hardcore
band Rainy Day Fuck Parade before
leaving the UK for NYC.

And Anthony “Civ” Civarelli from
Gorilla Biscuits made the same choice as
Duncan X elevating tattooing over music,
opening Lotus Tattoo in Long Island.
Being in a band, on tour and in studios
is erratic and so perhaps best suited
to the young. It makes sense that the
consistent work ethic of tattooing

. (often measured in hours) can appeal

to someone used to irregular hours.
Bands often deteriorate with age,

+ 10th albums fail to stand up to

debuts but tattooing grows with its
practitioner. Its almost rhythmic that
music would be a starting point and
tattooing would come later, that the

| musician eventually picks up another

kind of instrument, a machine, and
the unwearied mistress of tattooing
eventually triumphs.

Frank Carter of Gallows has been
roundly criticized for seemingly
turning his back on a fantastic
opportunity - tattooing at one of
Britain's very best

tattoo shops, Frith Street in order to
tour with his band and put his energy
into his music -but Frank has not
rejected tattooing and this situation is
not permanent. Instead he guest spots
on the road and sporadically returns to
his London base. I have no doubt that
full time tattooing is waiting patiently
for his return.

So the tattooist that leaves the art
for music is a definite anomaly.

And that brings me back to the
beginning and to Daniel Higgs, whose
plane to the UK was late and his spot
had to be rescheduled and he became
the very last act of the event. At 2.15
am, this white bearded, soft spoken
gent took to the far-too-large stage
without crew or back up, just a banjo,
a shruti box and some ankle bells.

There are few traces of Daniel
Higgs' former tattoo life in his folk
singer guise but if you look closely you
will find letters and symbols on his
fingers, animals on his neck, so faded
you'd think they were made half a
century ago.

It is some years since this man
crafted tattoos but the influence of
his work can be seen today, bold,
flat, idiosyncratic designs that are
often imitated but without the Higgs
magic, the magic that he has taken to
his music. His music is stripped back
to its utterly necessary ingredients,
like a good western traditional tattoo.

It is not usual for talented
tattooists to leave their medium

' behind, but Daniel Higgs is not usual,

he is magic.
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Catalogue Update
8 full pages of
new jewellery!

* High quality body jewellery * Full range of piercing jewellery

e Best prices! » Massive variety of stretching

j l
* Fast and helpful service jewellery (up to S0mm!)

* Widest range of sizes and

* Free shipping over £100 (ux) innovative new body jewellery

* Next day delivery (uk)

Our full range can be ordered at our website:

www.bodyjewellery.co.uk

info@bodyjewellery.co.uk tel: +44 (0)141 576 5250 fax: +44 (0)141 576 5275






